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“When the Preacher Comes to a Chinese Village. By 


A 


abiding in him, we cannot be lonely. For lonesometiess 
is indeed a gnawing hunger; but the Lord pledges us 
his word, “he that cometh to me shall never hunger” 
(John 6:35). To have complete, satisfying fellow- 
ship with.Christ makes loneliness impossible. “Our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his ‘Son Jesus 
Christ,” wrote the beloved apostle John; and he knéw, 


every child of God and every unsaved person would 
heed this God-given truth. We are unmerciful to our- 
selves, and. we reject God’s marvelous mercy, when 
we listen to amy lie of unbelief and reject God's will 
for us at any point. But when we believe our Lord, 
trust him, yield wholly to him, and do his will, then 
his outpoured mercy floods our soul with joy unspeak- 
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HE readet of good advertising shares in many 

- | incidental advantages such as educational and 

‘informational benefits, but the chief advantage is 

that he becomes: familiar with those products that 

can be purchased: more economically, through the 

reduced cost of distribution and quantity production 
made possible by advertising. 




















The Secret 
By Winifred Ballard Blake 


Not by might, nor ~~. power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 


of hosts.—Zechariah 4: 


OD’S golden hieroglyphics fret the sky, 
His cryptic symbols cover land and sea, 
But Science finds not, searching low or high, 
His hid Rosetta Stone for clue or key. 








A Literal Living Sacrifice 


Living sacrifices have ever been acceptable to God 
since Paul wrote Romans- 12:1. . There have been 
thousands upon thousands of Christians who have made 
the offering the -apostle copes and commanded, 

aps than Lough Fook, a 
Chinese Christian whose service attracted the atten- 
tion of the late Dr. A. J. Gordon, and of which he 


_ tells in his book on “The Holy Spirit in Missions.” 


Moved with compassion for the coolies in South Amer- 
ican mines, this Chinese believer sold himself for a 
term of five years as a coolie slave, and was transported 


pendent on human fellowship, when this is withdrawn. 
To them, Christ is “the chiefest among ten thousand” ; 
of him alone they say, “He is altogether lovely.” Lone- 
liness is impossible for the abiding Christian who re- 
joices in Christ that “This is my Beloved, and this is 
my Friend.” : 


Forsaking Our Own Mercy 


We all need mercy. That is the reason why God 
offers grace, not justice, to those who trust him. 
There was a time when one of God’s prophets, Jonah, 
did not trust him. God commissioned him with a cer- 
tain message, but Jonah thought he knew better than 

what was for his own best interests, and instead 
of going to Nineveh he took ship in the opposite di- 
rection. When either Satan or our own heart tells us 
that we can take care of gurselves better by disobeying 

sod, we may be sure it is a lie. He is a vain man 
who sets himself above God. After Jonah had been 
cast overboard during that futile attempt to “flee from 
the presence of the Lord,” and had been swallowed up 
by the great fish that God had prepared for him, “then 
Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s 
belly.” We do not always remember that this prayer 
of Jonah is one of the most remarkable in all the Bible. 
It is like one of the Psalms of David. A notable part 
of Jonah’s experience was that, while he was still 
within the great fish, and the waters compassed him 
about, he cried out to God, and knew that God heard 
him and was going to save him. And this is one of 
the sentences in that great prayer, uttered in his liv- 
ing grave in the deeps of the sea: “They that observe 
lying vanities forsake their own mercy.” Would that 


It is a mistake to think that children and simple 
folk cannot understand the deeper things of God. An 
English worker among children recently wrote: “We 
are discovering that the Holy Spirit is able to make 
very young children understand how Christ not only 
died instead of them, but that they also died with him 
—in the reckoning of God. ‘Substitution’ and ‘iden- 
tification’ are words not easily explained, but the Holy 
Spirit is able to make the sense of them.” A Chris- 
tian man was lately speaking of how two colored men 
untutored, in the schools had been taught by the Spirit. 
The late Dr. J. R. Howerton used to tell his congre- 
gation in Charlotte, N, C:, how old “Uncle Charlie” 
illustrated his faith in the Gospel of the cross for 
sinners. On his death bed this former slave, who 
could not read, sent for Dr. Howerton, asked him to 
read John 3:16, and then said, “Marse Jim, sign my 
name to dat verse and lemme tech de pen.” Uncle 
Charlie had had a cabin and lot deeded to him and 
understood the making of a ‘contract. In delirium, 
when he was dying, the old Negro cried out, “I ain't 
got nothin’ to do to be saved but to™believe on de 
Lord Jesus Christ, and I done signed de Bible to show 
dat I do.” Mr. Panton of Great Britain tells the 
story of how another Negro, a powerful .African 
chief who had found Christ, as they missionary was 
explaining to him Romans 6:6 and Galatians 2:20, —~ 
crucifixion with Christ,— jumped to his feet, lifted 
up his hands, and cried out, “Come down from that 
cross; that’s my place.” In these days when even 
the choicest Golden Texts are being cut in two for 
younger Sunday-school children, in order to make 
them easier to memorize and explain, it is well to re- 
member that our Lord said, “Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” 


Holy Is He— Be Ye Holy ~ 


in the Book of Psalms in exquisite but awiul 
+ simplicity. The hymnody of the Church, even 
though it holds full in view the vision of the Saviour, 


Tis principles of religion discover themselves 


holy Word. “The golden key of the Psalter lies in a 
pierced hand.” 

The..insistent phrase of the Ninety-Ninth Psalm — 
“Holy is he... Holy is he... . Jehovah our God is 


ig to Demarara that he might carry the Gospel to his has not a loftier range than the songs of the Hebrew holy” (Psa. 99:3, 5, 9) —is the response of an Old 
> countrymen working there. He toiled in the mines saints, written amid the clamors of war, in days of Testament-believer to the “thrice holy” of the sera- 

with them, and preached Jesus while he toiled, till tumult and fierce anger. The Psalms of Israel dis- phim. Whereas to Isaiah the earthly temple was 
5 “he had scores of whom he could speak,” as Dr. Gor- play.a strength and majesty, a lowliness and, sublimity, merged in the heavenly, to the Psalmist the spiritual 

don said, “as Paul of Onesimus, ‘whom I have begotten which few Christian hymns possess. The religion of reality was symbolized by the “sanctuary of this world.” 
for in my bonds.’” Before he died Lough Fook had won the Psalter always intends God. Its themes are such Through the veil, as yet unrent, the worshiper has 
— to Christ nearly two hundred disciples, whom he left as these: Holiness toward God, the quest for God, the passed into the holiest. He bows before the ark of 
ng . behind in membership with the Christian church. soul’s rest in God, thirsting for God, waiting upon the covenant which supports the mercy-seat, where 





Though we cannot all so. exactly follow our Lord in 


. his taking upon himself “the form of a slave,” we may 


all do so in spirit and purpose, 


Combating Loneliness 


Loneliness is never necessary. Yet it is one of the 
commonest experiences, and is rightly dreaded. An 
organization known as the Humane Education Society 
says that its chief task is combating loneliness, in its 
efforts to reach the thousands of men and women in 
a great city marooned in the “lonesome belt.” One of 
its officers, in a recent radio talk, quoted Schiller’s 


word that “the gnawing hunger of lonesomeness blights 


the soul,” and told of the various kind-hearted activities 
conducted by the Society. Yet there is only one real 
cure for loneliness, and it does not seem to be included 
in what this Society offers. That cure is Christ. When 
we have him as Saviour and Lord and life, and are 


God, seeking after- God, rejoicing in God, the beauty 
of God. The whole compass of the life of godliness 
is described in this Book, in every line it is instinct 
with the breath of the Living One. And this God is 
Jehovah, God in covenant, God as about to be revealed 
in the gift of his Son. Psalm after Psalm is as a 
prospect-glass through which we may descry the 
Anointed of the Lord, journeying over the mountain 
ranges of prophetic vision. We catch the gleam of 
his white robes, blood-besprinkled, as he passes on to 
Calvary; we see the light of his countenance lifted up 
upon his people; we hear the compelling accents of his 





This editorial is the first of three on “The Religion of the 
Psalter,” written by the Rev.. David M. McIntyre, D.D., 
Principal of the Bible Training Institute of Glasgow, Scot- 
land, and the well-known author of volumes of unusual 
tichness on the spiritual life and in devotional Bible study. 
Succeeding issues of thé Times will continue the series with 
editorials on “Giving Thanksgiving for God’s Holiness,” 
and “The Rest of Faith.” he 
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the cherubim gaze downward on the sprinkled blood 


‘and over which the cloud of the Presence glows and 


glooms. 

Holiness in God is the sum and consent of his at- 
tributes; his holiness is, as it were, his very Being. It 
is as if the seraphim were crying continually, each an- 
swering to each, “God! God! God! May the whole 
earth be filled with his glory.” The Latin theologians 
dared to affirm with Aquinas, that man is able through 
grace, to behold the divine Essence, for that is noth- 
ing less than supreme moral excellence. The beloved 
disciple accredits this decision, inasmuch as he has 
placed on record these profoundest truths of revelation :* 
“God is Spirit,” “God is Light,” “God is Love.” Of 
the shining properties of Deity the Psalmist: selects 
three: Mercy, Righteousness, Faithfulness. 

The merey of God certifies his holiness: “The Lord 
sitteth enthroned upon the cherubim” (v. 1). 

The cherubim are the ministers of the divine jus- 
tice. At Eden’s gate, within the flash of the ‘fiery 
sword, they guarded the way of life. Alike on Sinai 
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and by Chebar’s stream they mustered as the myriad 
host of God. In the Apocalypse also they are seen suf- 
rounding and, as it were, supporting the throne from 
which the judgments impending on the earth, the sky, 
and the sea, proceed, 

But under the symbolism of the sanctuary the cheru- 
bim are no longer messengers of wrath; they acquiesce 
an the finality of mercy among the relations of God to 
men. The sword of flame is sheathed, the war-chariot 
is stilled, the earth-judgments are restraméd. The blood 
of reconciliation interposes between the broken law 
and the awful Presence of Jehovah. The crimson 
stained “propitiatory” is the image of the divine throne 
where the Most Merciful “dispenses pardons ai] the 
year along.” 

This is the “meeting-place’ between the sinner and 
the Saviour; here the varying aspects of the divine 
nature blend in an indissoluble unity: “Mercy and 
truth are met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.” 

The name of the Lord is “great and terrible.” It 
is the self-revelation of One whose rule is most just, 
whose ways are equal. Neither is justice opposed to 
mercy, nor is grace severed from righteousness; the 
divine attributes are all accordant. Judgment, equity, 
righteousness are the foundations on which the throne 
of grace rests: “The king’s strength also loveth judg- 
ment; thou dost establish equity; thou executest judg- 
ment and righteousness in Jacob” (v. 4). 

The prophets assure us that judgment is the “strange 
work” of One who “delighteth in mercy.” The New 
Testament writers affirm, even more strongly that 
“mercy rejoiceth against judgment,’ and that “grace 
reigns.” This last because justice has been appeased 
by.an act of God, so that the Holy One can now right- 
eously be the Justifier of the ungodly, the one Lawgiver 
who is able to save. But this is possible only because 
the attributes of Deity converge to a point of union in 
the depths of the divine nature. In his unspotted right- 
eousness, as in his merciful kindness, our God is holy. 
Remembering this, the ransomed one lifts up his yoice 
in thanksgiving, saying, “I will sing of mercy and 
judgment: unto thee, O Lord, will I sing.” 

God’s faithfulness inheres so inextricably in the per- 
fection of his Being that when he lifts up his hand to 
swear by his own existence, it is as if he were pledg- 
ing himself by his holiness (Psa. 108:7). Paul also 
is sensible that it is needless to distinguish between 
the. Being of God and his faithfulness: “He abideth 
faithful: he cannot deny himself.” 

The faithfulness of God has relation in the first 
place to his promises and commitments. All that he 
has spoken he will do; all that he has commanded shall 
come to pass, Behind the engagements of Jehovah to 
his people there rises, like some stupendous mountain 
mass, the consideration of what is due to God by 
himself. 

Moses and Aaron, Samuel and the prophets, the 
priests at the altar, and the rulers among the people, 
have measured out the good ways of God to Israel 
(vs. 6-8). These the nation has essayed to keep, 
though not with a perfect heart. But the heavenly 
Leader and Director, for his own Name’s sake, has 
supported his children in the paths of obedience, 
restoring them when they have erred, renewing their 
life in days of declension, impressing upon them the 
seal of his own perfection, until they come, at the close 
of life’s journey, to the rainbow circled throne; there 
they acknowledge the God of mercy, justice, and truth 
to be the God of their salvation, and confess in cease- 
less “adoration,” 


“The*Lord our God is holy.” 





Since holiness is the expression of the divine nature, 
creature-holiness is the reflection of God. It is the 
impress upon human souls of the image of the All- 
holy One. In the beginning man was formed in 
the likeness of the Creator, and informed by the 
breath of the Eternal. In Christ he is reformed 
after the mind and spirit of the Lord. So that holi- 
ness in us is nothing less (there can be nothing more) 
than Christlikeness. In him we see the holy will of 
God' drawn forth in living characters. The Hebrew 
word “holy” is so ancient that we are not able in this 
case to detect the visual image that lies behind all 
words of the Spirit. There are those who think that 
its primary significance was to draw near. Certainly 
it is at this point that holiness begins: we draw near 
to God, we come to Christ. The secondary meaning 
is to be set apart; in this sense it is frequently em- 
ployed in the Psalter. All. that is brought near to 
God is of necessity sacrosanct. His throne in the 
heavens, Mount Sinai, the hill of Zion, the tabernacle, 
the temple, the altar, the priests, the worshipers, are 
all “holiness to. Jehovah.” Now that which is con- 
secrated to God is separated from’ uncleanness; there- 
fore we who have drawn nigh to his holy Presence, 
who have dedicated our lives to his service, are as- 
similated to the divine character, Beholding with 
unveiled face the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

In what manner does the holiness of the believing soul 
declare itself? First, in attachment to God. Ancient 
guides to the life of religion were accustomed to gather 
all the exercises unto godliness which the soul was en- 
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couraged to undertake under the single heading of “ad- 
herence to God.” This is a counsel also of the Psalter + 
“O love the Lord, all ye his saints.” Lay hold of him, 
cling to him, refuse to let him go, rest in his embrace, 
unite thyself to his blessed will, love his love. Choose 
the things that are his pleasure, obey the promptings 
of his Spirit, follow in the print of his feet, practise 
his presence. Turn away from every solicitation that 
would tempt thee to forsake him, out-face every temp- 
tation that would break thy reliance on his truth, for- 
sake every errant way that would lead thee from the 
straight path of his commandments, renounce every 
idol that would draw away thy devotion from him who 
is the true and only Lover of thy soul. 

Again, there are certain moral précepts which under- 
lie the life of faith: where these are disregarded faith 
cannot live. The fifteenth and the twenty-fourth 
Psalms mention some of them: “Whd%gshall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 
This is religion essentially. The pure heart is a trans- 
parency in which one may discern, as in a mirror, the 
face of God. Clean hands imply a course of conduct 
determined by a godlike character. He who does not 
lift up his soul in worship to vain idols is one who has 
been found faithful in the service of Jehovah. And 
every one who refuses to break a solemn oath is vic- 
toriously true to his covenant obligations. 

The man who reaches this standard of perfection is 
one of God’s saints. It is no light thing to be a 
Christian; it is more than a day’s march to the holy 
hill. <A disciplined will, a purified imagination, an 
illuminated judgment, a crucified ambition, affections 
set on things above, a conscience washed in sacrificial 
blood — these are some of the features of a holy life. 

At least three times in the Psalter the expression 
occurs: “In the beauty of holiness” (29:2; 96:9; 
110:3). The reference is to the priestly apparel. 
Those who were privileged to enter the sacred dwell- 
ing arrayed themselves in fine linen, white and clean, 
symbolizing the righteousness of the saints. Above 
those simple robes of white the high priest put on the 





Was Jesus Christ a Jew? 


I have noticed in the Dearborn Independent an article 
headed, “‘Was Jesus Christ a Jew?” In this article it 
is asserted that Jesus was not “of Judea,” that none of 
Jesus’ disciples were Judeans or Jews except Judas, that 
Mary the mother of Jesus was Miriam, that Miriam and 
Moses were not Jews, that Abraham, Elijah, Samuel, 
Joseph, Jacob, and David were not Jews, and that Jesus 
was not a Jew as commonly conceived. 

The statements in the Bible that Jesus “came unto his 
own and his own received him not,” that he went into 
the synagogue “as was his custom,” that he was taken 
as a child and circumcised, and the inscription on the 
cross, and probably many other statements and facts, 
indicate that the contention in the article cannot be 
correct. Please give me your view as to’ whether Jesus 
was a Jew and your réasons therefor—An Oklahoma 
Reader. 


The article in the Dearborn Independent seeks to 
show that Jesus was not of the tribe of Judah, and 
that David was not truly of that tribe. The implication 
is that Jesus and David belong to the ten tribes of 
Israel, and have a larger glory and dominion thereby. 

Why this effort to deny the Jewish origin of David 
and Jesus? Back of the entire argument is the theory 
of Anglo-Israelism, namely, that the ten tribes are 
found to-day in the Anglo-Saxons of Britain and 


-America. It is to sustain the glory of these nations 


that the effort is made to get rid of the Jews as their 
background in spiritual things, just as the Germanic 
movement in Germany would strip itself of, all_con- 
nection with the Jews and Jewish elements in Chris- 
tianity, because the Jews are hated and despised. 

In answering the arguments made, it may be noted 
first that all the statements are contrary to Scripture 
or misinterpret Scripture. The term “Jew” belongs 
originally to a descendant of Judah. But, in the 
course of time, it came to be used of the inhabitants 
of Judea and of all members of the race of Abraham. 
Thus Paul, of the tribe of Benjamin, calls himself a 
Jew (Acts 22:3). But Jesus, coming as he did of 
the tribe of Judah, was also a Jew in the narrower 
sense. That all but one of the twelve disciples of 
Jesus were not of the tribe of Judah has nothing to do 
with his own tribal origin. And to seek to make 
David not a Jew because various of his maternal an- 
cestors were not of that tribe is wholly unjustified. 

In the case of Jesus, his mother connects him di- 
rectly with David through Nathan. If Joseph were his 
father, he would be doubly the son of David, but no 
Saviour. The name Miriam is merely the Hebrew form 
of Mary. That Miriam, the s&ter of Moses, was not 
of the tribe of Judah, does not affect the case of Mary 
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rich vesture of blue and scarlet, purple and gold. Last 
of all, he clasped upon his brow: the miter with its 
golden plate on which the words, “Holiness to Jeho- 
vah,” were inscribed. 

The beauty of holiness which the saints wear is 
priestly raiment. Underneath all there is first “white- 
ness most white,” then the broidered work —a virtu- 
ous character wrought upon inward purity —and 
finally the golden crown of perfected devotion. Holi- 
ness,, which confers priesthood, calls for dedication, 
full and entire, to priestly service. 

The priesthood of believers operates in two modes: 
it is toward God a sacrificial worship of thanksgiving, 
adoration, and_praise; it is toward men the communica- 
tion of the divine law, the revelation of the divine love, 
the ministration of the divine grace. 

In the New Testament the metaphors which describe 
the working of the Spirit in believers are chiefly 
drawn from investiture to the Levitical priesthood. 
The baptism of the Spirit is figured by the. immersion 
in the. laver of him who has been chosen among men 
in things pertaining to God; the enduement of power 
from on high by the putting on of the garments of 
glery and beauty; the sealing of the Spirit by the as- 
sumption of the miter. 

A believer “on full stretch for holiness” (to use 
the early Methodist formula) must not only offer 
spiritual sacrifices, he must follow his Master in his 
quest for souls. Christ came to give his life “a ransom 
for many.” It is not enough that we should aim 
exclusively at personal enrichment of the Spirit, we 
must follow our Lord, as far as-is permitted to us, in 
the way of his cross (Matt. 16:24). We are called 
to be a royal priesthood. ° 

At the close of a brief but inexpressibly noble Psalm 
we have these words: “Holiness becometh thine house, 
O Lord, for ever.” This conclusion is an argument 
drawn from the character of God. Because he is 
that which he is, we are pledged, constrained, and com- 
mitted to holiness. The promise of the Father has 
been given to us, the Holy Spirit of God. (Psa. 51:11), 
in order that the children may resemble him who gave 
them birth. Thus the ancient law, which is also a 
promise, is fulfilled in the experience of the saints: 
“Ye shall be holy; for I am holy” (Lev. 11: 44). 








the mother of Jesus, for Hebrew names were the com- 
mon. heritage of all the tribes. This is a good in- 
stance of “straining at a gnat.” » That Jesus was of the 
tribe of Judah and therefore a Jew in the narrow sense 
is clear from‘his genealogy, from the popular recog- 
nition (in the Jewry of his time) of his Davidic 
descent by calling him Son of David, and from the 
general recognition of his Jewish relationship by the 
Church in all ages of its history. It has remained for 
the devotees of Anglo-Israelism to deny this, and 
to make him belong to the ‘ten tribes for the glory of 
Ephraim. 

The futility of the argument is seen from the feeble 
efforts made to destroy the Biblical law of kingship 
in Israel. To disprove the connection of David with 
Judah, the writer in the Dearborn Independent asks, 
“Was David a Jew? Was kingship over Judah and 
Israel a proof of pure raciality?”” That David was 
of Judah is clear from Ruth 4: 18-22, with + Chron- 
icles 2:4-15. The Independent writer ignores the 
law of the kingship, which excluded a foreigner 
from the throne of Israel, “Thou- mayest not set a 
stranger over thee, who is not thy brother” (Deut. 
17:15). In other ways the writer reveals his um- 
reliability in interpreting Scripture,-as by stating, “In 
Scripture history, the last we see of the house. of 
David is in the persons of the king’s daughters being 
rescued by Jeremiah.” He ignores the later. repeated 
mention of Zerubbabel, who was clearly of the line of 
David (Ezra 2:1; 3:2; Haggai 1:14).. He asserts 
without proof that the Benjamites, on the return from 
Babylon, “settled in the north,” while Scripture dis- 
tinctly associates Benjamin with Judah in the settle- 
ment of Judea (Ezra 1:5; 4:1; 10:9; Neh. 11:4, 
7, 8, in which latter verse the very number settled in 
Jerusalem is given, namely, 928). And: the Indepen- 
dent writer entirely misunderstands what Christ meant 
when he asked the Pharisees regarding David, “Whose 
son is he?” (Matt. 22: 41-45.) His idea is that Jesus 
implied that he belonged, not to the Jews, but to Israel, 
a conception wile of the truth. Our Lord sought to 

oint out, what Psalm 110 teaches, that he was far 

igher than a mere man, even though that man be the 
Son of David. He is.also David’s God and ‘Lord. 
Such misconceptions of the Scriptures render the whole 
teaching of the article invalid and untrustworthy. 

A word may be added on the Anglo-Israel theory. 
Few theories have more falsely misinterpreted the 
Word of God than this, and few have had less foun- 
dation in history. A good answer to its false teach- 
ing is found in “British-Israelism Examined,” by Rev. 
S. H. Wilkinson, which may be had from Thomas M. 
Chalmers, 2654 Marion Avenue, New York City ($r). 
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Lesson for February 28 
Matthew 22:15-22 - 
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‘When the Preacher Comes to a Chinese Village 
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And a “graybeard”’ asks a staggering question 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 














teresting. The peasant folk are very largely 
without newspapers, hearing only vaguely of their 
own troubled country’s affairs, still less of world af- 


fairs, and always in distorted fashion. Very few, 


Prerstng. “7 on the village streets is always in- 


- even among the men, can read, and all live in a realm 


of distress and fear. Because of the rumors every- 
where afloat, the people more eagerly than ever gather 
about the missionary and his band of preachers who 
appear on their streets, knowing that these men are 
their friends. From them they may get something 
definite out of the vague tangle of gossip and wild 


_ reports exaggerated to alarming proportions. 


One never Jacks for a street crowd to whom to 
preach. The members of the village gradually collect 
about the speakers, composing themselves either to 
listen or to criticize the visitors. Incidentally, when 
they settle down really to enjoy the treat brought them 
from outside, they squat, a posture of relaxation that 
to foreigners is torture, . 

Having prayed together before entering the village, 
the speakers proceed, whenever possible, to mount a 
coign of vantage on the street. One is driven to it 
by the irrepressible boys who, as in every other country, 
crowd resistlessly to the front. The proportion of 
their numbers, even in the smallest village, is always 
large. By repeated experiments on these streets, we 
have counted forty or more children gathered about 
the speaker inside of five minutes by the watch, and 
the crowd grows as the service proceeds. The children 
who are too small to listen sit in the midst of the 
filthy street, playing: with the dirt and dust. 
from such natural materials the ordinary youngsters 
of the village seem to have few playthings. 


The Wretched and Neglected Children 


I am aware that there are books on China -full of 

ictures of beautifully dressed Chinese children play- 
ing games, as they do in a well-ordered foreign kin- 
dergarten; but this is not “the real thing” that greets 
the itinerant. These villages whose children swarm 
the streets rarely have school; if they do, there is one 
for boys, usually none for girls. The vast majority 
of heathen parents could never find their share of 
money toward the teacher’s meager salary, even did 
they think it worth while to make such an investment 
for boys, not to speak of girls. They are ragged 
and dirty beyond description, their skins scaly with 
months of unwashedness, their clothes fronts stiff with 
secretions of filth such as would make the towel of a 
printer’s devil beside them look the picture of immacu- 
lateness; usually they are gnawing raw and dirty vege- 
tables, skin and all. Their faces and noses and ears 
and bodies are innocent of soap and ‘water; their feet, 
caked in filth, are bare; hair often uncombed for weeks 
at a time and full of lice. 

An occasional diversion for this vacant-minded, mis- 
chievous ennui of neglected childhood is the appear- 
ance of a boy among the street crowd whovis the envy 
of his fellows. He has caught a bird or beetle or 
some other harmless creature; and, having tied a string 
to its leg, is jerking it back and forth until its mem- 
bers are broken or torn apart, and’ it is done to death, 
—one of the manifold forms of the matter-of-fact, 
unthinking callousness of heathenism. A great field 
here for the operations of the Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals! 

Meanwhile the grown-ups stolidly or stupidly or 
interestedly, as the case may be, look and listen, or 
volubly discuss the speakers and their messages, from 
among the piles of fertilizers coated over with clay 
that fill the village street and reek to heaven. In any 
such village crowd of children one can see horrible 
sores on body and neck, face, arms, legs, and heads, — 
indescribable; and, given their ignorance of medicine, 
‘incurable. ; 

The women also gather, as they dare; the older ones, 
‘because of freedom due to their superior age and ugli- 
ness, drawing nearer; the younger ones standing at a 
safe distance, or, consumed with timid curiosity, peep- 
ing around the narrow, mud-walled alley ways running 


at right angles to the main street of the village. If 


the women of Christian homelands could only know 
how the heathen religions treat these vacant-minded 
women; know how these unfortumates look and act, 
and why, it is difficult to imagine how they, every one, 
could any longer refrain from being interested in such 
unfortunate sisters, likewise made in the image of God, 
but absolutely under the domination of Satan. The 
mere appearance pf their dresses; of their hair, and 
the expressions of their faces —the eyes running with 
sores or blinded for the mere lack of washing with 
boiled water and a clean cloth—is argument enough. 
Looking at them in the crowd, one is impressed with 
the fact—and hates the Devil for it—that his rule 
shrouds their minds, robs them of their aesthetic in- 


Aside... 


This glimpse of village life in North China comes 
from the wide and varied experiences of Dr. 
Charles Ernest Scott, author of that stirring book, 
“ Answered Prayer in China” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, $1.50), and itinerant 
missionary under the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A. Will you. 
pray for the darkened lives in China, and for Dr. 
Scott, as he takes to them the words of life ? 








heritance, scratches the bloom off their feminine charm, 
makes them hags before their day, outrages all their 
God-given instincts. But even these women, dull and 
often repulsive creatures as they are in their unalleviated 
heathen woe, listen to the Word preached on the street; 
and often wonderful soul transformations resutt. 

The men, squatting, sitting, and standing about, 
make, in the matter:af pipe-lighting and lending, a 
picture that would be comical were the conditions and 
implications not so pathetic. One man. wiil suddenly 
reach over and take the pipe of another man and begin 
to smoke. A third will reach for his flint-stone and 
punk-lighter, passing these along to still another. It 


- is done in silence and with a deliberation and gravity 


worthy of a coronation occasion. All the men smoke, 
znd there is continually going on the clicking of the 
flint-stone and the knocking out of ashes of burnt-up 
tobacco; for these. pipebowls are so diminutive as to 
require repéated refilling. One might be led to believe 
that to be the end-all and the, be-all of existence; the 


« reaching into the long leather tqbacco-pouches and the 


self-satisfied, noisy, mouth-disfiguring puffing. <A 
dirtier, more degrading habit could scarcely be im- 
agined. The tragedy af it all is the way such an oc- 
cupation is made to consume the energies of such a 
vast mass of men, as if there were nothing more im- 
portant for them to think of or to do. 

Also in these groups af village listeners are people 
with awful cases of deformity and sickness who would 
not. be allowed at liberty in any Christian Jand. Things 
frightful to look at—heads made hideous with great 
red discolored warts and contusions, ugly birthmarks, 
immense goiters forcing the victim to assume a strained 
and painful position, people half-recovered of small- 
pox, their pockmarks of such a disagreeable nature 
as to cause even their. case-hardened neighbors to give 
them a wide berth, noses mashed into faces, cripples 
of every conceivable sort, men with contagious dis- 
eases, the ghastly bodies of lepers — things that sicken 
the foreign spectator, but to which heathenism is cal- 
loused. It makes one. shiver to see fond grandfathers 
carrying children whose heads and bodies are some- 
times masses of syphilitic sores. I recall now, in the 
last village visited, an old man in the crowd carrying 
a boy on whose face stood out great drops of per- 
spiration. .Inquiry revealed that the child was “burn- 
ing up inside,” and there was no knowledge of what 
to do for him. On “asking the old man, he stoically 
replied, using the pitiful heathen saying, “Mu yu fa tge” 
(No help for it). 


Outward Marks of Sin’s Bondage 


An interesting thing, in view of over-sanguiné re- 
ports to the home constituency as to the passing of 
the queue, is the fact that in these villages, hundreds 
of them, one can rareiy see a shaven head on a heathen 
man. These badges of former subserviency to the 
Manchus are prominent and unclean to a degree; aiid 
the boorishness of uncouth. louts is told all too plainly 
by these frowsy appendages being wound about their 
heads. Any Chinese who expects to be polite in the 
presence of others, lets down his queue, just as a for- 
eigner puts on his collar and tie. Also, the women in 
these crowds all have bound feet, despite reports to the 
contrary. In hundreds of villages I have never seen 
a heathen woman with unbound feet. The older Chris- 
tian women have bound feet as well. The younger 
ones have loosened them somewhat, but only the Mis- 
sion school girls, who are as a drop in the bucket, have 
“bie” (1. ¢., natural) feet. 

There are plenty of happenings to distract the atten- 
tion of any preacher, even one of the most pronounced 
concentration : loud talking, quarrels, dog fights, bray- 
ing of donkeys, and the passing of traffic. When some 
of this life lunges into and through the crowd: two- 
wheeled carts pulled by huge oxen, men-pushed wheel- 
barrows, mules loaded with panniers of marketables, 
mounted strangers on their journey, and donkeys carry- 
ing bedizened women going to visit relatives, it is 
slightly disconcerting. Yet, withal, the interest and 
good nature and friendliness of the crowd are shown 


_in the willingness always to bring stools for the 


speakers, also a pot of tea and cups, though it some- 
times requires courage to drink out of the receptacles. 
The preaching is spiced with many things which, 


though not in the immediate circle facing the preacher, 
lend “flavor” to the whole scene. Sometimes it is 
the women farther down the street, screaming in high- 
pitched falsetto, pouring out a perfect lava stream of 
vituperation. Near by in the street are men, seem- 
ingly in perfect indifference to the rest of the world, 
busied about their work, hanging macaroni on a line, 
drying home-manufactured paper on a wall, sunning 
incense sticks, weaving cloth, cgbbling shoes, or black- 
smithing. If it is springtime, other peasants are tak- 
ing manure from in front of their houses on the vil- 
lage streets to the fields for fertilizer, the donkey who 
pulls the barrow, getting scared at the crowd, “sings.” 
his sweetest. when nearest the speaker. The wheel- 
barrow, innocent of oil, squeaks almost to the point 


of making the shivers run up and down one’s spinal 


column © Or perhaps the animal pulling is a great 
hulking ox that shies wild-eyed at the foreigner. On 
the street the village curs, always cowards and can- 
nibals, add to the pandemonium: by joining in a chorus 
of bays or indulging in the divertissement of a running 
pitched battle. Farther down.the street one can often 
see inen squatting in the dust gambling. They are 
throwing dice or copper cash on a slab-stone. Too in- 
tent are they in this passion. which possesses them even 
to look up or notice the din around them. In the crowd 
of women occasionally there is one who is making hay 
while the sun shines, that is, as she listens to the “for- 
eign devil,” her mind consumed with the sight rather 
than heeding anything that he says, she is braiding 
straw which very probably will go into an American 
hat. Other matrons seize this opportunity — while they 
zossip—to pull the children down beside them and 
with animation start on a head hunt. 


The Evangelists Speak 


The speeches of the Chinese evangelists are always 
full of interest to the writer and apparently to the 
crowd, for they usually listen as long as the visitors 
will talk. Again and again in the busy season have 
I known them to stay after mealtime, and that is a 
test. The evangelists, facile of tongue, often open up 
with a complimentary reference to the kindly reception 
accorded to. the foreign shepherd who has come many 
thousands of miles over vast stretches of land and 
vaster wastes of water to bring an important message 
to them. Sometimes, like Isaiah, he openly assails their 
gods; sometimes by matter-of-fact references to what 
the people do, he exposes the puerility. and blasphemy 
of idol worship. And always he tells them that the 
woes which. sit heavy upon them are due to idolatry, 
with its ignorance, superstitior’, and perversity, chang- 
ing “the glory of the incorruptible God for the like- 
ness of an image of corruptible man, and of four- 
footed beasts.” The curse is of their making. He does 
not need to tell them they are sinners, they know it; 
but he does enlarge on their being on a false hunt for 
happiness, and then -shows the better way provided by 
God without the necessity of burning paper prayers 
and incense sticks and bowing down to gods of wood 
and stone, and wasting many millions annually in wor- 
ship paraphernalia, and observing the irrational re- 
ligious customs of heathenism. : 

The evangelists believe in the blood and in punish- 
mént. Repeatedly I have heard them, after discribing 
the blessedness of the Gospel offer, draw a picture of 
the judgment day something like this: “At the great 
assize God will consult his reckoning book and say, for 
example, ‘On the 17th of April, 1917, Chao Wen. Sien, 
Li Hsi Tien, Chao Shi yf, and Chao Hien Tei, together 
with the foreign shepherd, Si Tsin Chen, arrived in 
your village and preached to you of life. Why did 
you not repent and. accept Christ?’ As he condemns 
you to perdition you will have nothing to say!” 

Rarely is preaching on any village street concluded 
without asking some of the graybeards in the crowd: 
“Venerable brother, are you prepared to die?” In- 
variably the answer is: “I fear to die, I have no hope.” 
Repeatedly, when these old men have been asked: “Do 
you want to be saved? Do you want to go to Heaven?” 
the answer is, “I do not dare to hope any such good 
fortune!” Left in spiritual darkness so long by the 
Home Church, it seems as if they had lost the power 
of sight! 

And what has always stirred me to the depths of 
my being, almost terrifying me for the Home Church, 
is to see a graybeard in the crowd, elbowing his way 
to the front, and interrupting the speaker, to say: 
“Foreign shepherd, I want to ask you a question. If 
what you have been saying of a pardon now, and a 
peace here, and a hope hereafter, be true, then. why did 
you not come a long time ago and tell us all about it?” 
That is staggering, overpowering. €an you answer 
it? But some day, before. God, you'll have. to an- 
ster it!” 

TSINANFU, SHANTUNG, CHINA. 
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modernists have taken in order to devitalize the 

creed of the national church has been an attempt to 
substitute for the explicit affirmation of belief in the 
Apostles’ Creed (“Let us now together confess our 
Christian faith”), the following preamble, 

“Let us now hear ow’ fathers’Christian confession, 
and in spirit and in confidence unite with them therein.” 

This motion was defeated in the clergy session at 
Stockholm, but the minority was so considerable as 
to leave no doubt that further attempts will be made 
to make the change. According to Professor Kol- 
modin. (“Is Christ-denial to be given right of citizen- 
ship in Sweden’s church?”) the purpose of this man- 
euver is “to make the apostolic creed in our church 
service a mere historical document which in its most 
important creedal elements shall have but an anti- 
quarian interest.” 

The modernists insist that they wish to give an 
“evangelical” conception of the clergy’s obligation to the 
creed. “Yes,” replies Professor Kolmodin, “by ‘evan- 
gelical’ you really mean the right to confess one thing 
with the mouth but to believe just the reverse. Wide 
is it between the walls. of our old church, but so wide 
is it not yet. May the church never allow its servants 
to consider it their right at will either to confess or 
deny the Christ of the New Testament. 

“Poor old church of Sweden! Rich and blessed gifts 
has God given this land through thee and yét will 
give. But within thy borders the parching winds of 
Christ-denial have begun to blow ever more disas- 
trously. Thou hast teachers both in lower and higher 
posts who preach a false Christ and now feel strong 
enough to demand a legitimization of their unbelief. 

“Poor, beloved, old church! Are you to be reduced 
to a Kultur-institut from which the real Christ, the 
Christ of' the New ‘Testament shall be compelled to 
retire?” 


[: SWEDEN, Too.—The first step which Swedish 


An Appeal for ‘Remembrancers.”—The Rev. 
James F. Cotton, of the Church Missionary Society, 
has gone single-handed to preach the Gospel to the 
Mohammedan Hausas of Kano in Northern Nigeria, 
and sends his earnest appeal for accompanying prayer. 
There are many adversaries, — diseases, for example. 
Epidemics of smalipox and spotted fever are a normal 
thing. Twice during the last three years, the church 
and school at Sabon Gari have been closed because of 
serious outbreaks of cerebro-spinal meningitis. In 1922, 
over 50,000 deaths were officially reported in Sokoto 
province, and year by year the disease sweeps farther 
south. A new and unclassified disease, which has al- 
ready carried off some fifteen thousand people in Kano, 
is at present the subject of anxious study by the Brit- 
ish medical service. 

Then there are the diseases of the soul, many and 
varied. Fagge, a suburb of the city of Kano, is “a 
sink of iniquity, reminding one of the Cities of the 
Plain, which the longsuffering God was at last forced 
to destroy.” Here most of the caravans stay on their 
journeys to and from Kano city. The government 
caters toe Moslems. It turned the Churche Missionary 
Society missionaries out of the site granted them at 
Dar-Egundi by Sir Hasketh Bell, and a Moslem school 
takes the place of .a Christian one. Friday- is kept as 
the rest day, and Sunday, the day of the resurrection, 
is ignored by Moslem students and “Christian” teachers. 
This opposition to Christian missions in Kano, Mr. 
Cotton declares, is five percent native and ninety-five 
percent European. The dictum of the government is, 
“To the pagans you may go; to Moslems you may 
not go.” 

The Sabon Gari, at Kano, is the “New Town” where 
live the Yoruba and Ibo traders, clerks, artisans, and 
the like, from Sierra Leone, Lagos, and the Gold 
Coast in a “Foreign Native Cantonment.” These peo- 
ple are partly Christianized, are active in keeping up 
church services, but drop far below the Christian 
standards of living. They often -sell drink to Mos- 
lems, herein imitating the European traders, for al- 
most every European firm sells to the Hausas contrary 
to law. 

A little church of a dozen members has been 
formed by Mr. Cotton. His message is, “Pray! espe- 
cially pray for reinfarcements! Christ cometh but 
tarries, maybe until some of this great Hausa nation 
are gathered in.” 


Two Bible Schools.—The leaders of the Latin-Amer- 
ican evangelism movement are awake to the need and 
have organized a Bible school in San José, Costa Rica, 
with three years’ course of study. This is primarily 
an institution for training in Bible evangelism. It 
seeks to give its students a passion for souls. Indeed, 
the boys in its classrooms seem already to have this. 
A group of them recently came thither over mountain 
trails and across swollen rivers. On crossing Lake 


Manangua, they gathered a crowd by starting a dis- 
cussion among themselves on a text of Scripture, and, 
when the .whole ship was about them, preached the 
Gospel. At one point they were jailed by the local 
commandante, whereat they sang praises to God in 
prison, as Paul and Silas, to the astonishment of peo- 
ple outside. When released, they preached in the eve- 
ning to a large gathering of towns-peopie. 

The money for the erection of the schoo! building, 
including one for the women's department, $18,000, has 
come in answer to prayer and in small amounts. Build- 
ing has gone on as contributions have come in. The 
narrative of these gifts is a story in itself. Thus, to 
give one instance, a group of Scotch farmers, out in 
Alberta;~were greatly anxious to get Bible training. 
They could not leave the farms to’ g6 to a Bible school, 
therefore determined to establish a school in their own 
community. With their own hands, they constructed a 
suitable building which they called the Prairie Bible 
Institution (Three Hills, Alberta, Canada), and hired 
the Rev. Leslie Maxwell from the Midland Bible In- 
stitute to lead it. An eager band of students enrolled. 

But Bible study always starts missionary interest. 
This group of Canadian Scotch began to take a hand 
in helping the school in Costa Rica. A steady stream 


of money has gone from them, so that a very consid- 





The First National 
Anti-Blasphemy Congress 








The First National Anti-Blasphemy Con- 
gress has been recently held in Rome. This 
movement in Italy goes forward ever more 
strongly. There is a national committee 
with seat at Verona, whose purpose is to 
check and repress profanity. The com- 
munal councils of Como and Castiglione 
Fiorentino have passed by-laws prohibiting 
profanity in public places and gatherings. 
This they defend on the grounds of moral 
hygiene, which they deem as important as 
physical hygiene. If spitting in tram-cars 
and on sidewalks is prohibited with fine 
because of the danger of contagion, they 
declare that the moral contagion which pro- 
fanity carries with it should also be checked. 
Who shall say their reasoning is not cogent? 











erable part of the cost of the Costa Rica Institute has 
come from this source. These Bible students in the 
north are also contributing to the support of the study- 
ing seminarists in the Central American institution. 
- the two enterprises are linked in Christian fellow- 
ship. 


Great changes are taking place in Africa as else- 
where, and changes of every sort. Dr. Hahl, a Ger- 
man traveler, describes Christianborg on the Gold 
Coast. Bearers or teams are no longer seen; all 
freight is carried by autotrucks. At the street cross- 
ings colored police with signal flags direct the traffic. 
The new native hospital is one of the sights, splendidly 
planned and equipped. Kurmase, the former capital of 
the Ashanti kingdom, is now the railroad center for 
two lines running into the interior and for a net of 
auto roads running in all directions, Along the rail- 
road line are warehouses. and shops. It is only twenty- 
five years since the Ashanti insurrection shut up the 
English garrison, nearly starving it into surrender. . 

Religious movements are breaking out in. many areas, 
movements sometimes mixed with nationalist motives, 
sometimes of more spiritual quality. Mr. Waterworth 
writes from Kumase: “At the end of last year, a 
powerful Ashanti negro with kindly face came to my 
house. In his hands he had a simple cross of wood. 
He said that God had commanded him to preach, and 
there is no doubt that God has honored his activity. 
He was wholly uneducated, but the visible cause of a 
movement which in its rapid spread and great extent 
recalls the first days of Pentecost. Whole towns with 
their chieftains left idols and took Christian teaching. 
Many fetish priests, listening to the inner voice, had 
abandoned fetishes and amulets. Not a day passes in 
which searchers for the truth do not come into Kumase, 
many from great distances. In some villages, people 


sit from morning to evening talking over these things. 
I have just visited a town where, six months ago, there 
was not a single Christian. I preached to three hun- 
dred who desired baptism. They saturated all their 
-heathen paraphernalia with kerosene, and sang Chris- 
tian hymns as these burnt. 


Further News of the African Pentecost.—Dr. La- 
man telis us in the Svensk Missions Tidskrift that such 
movements are starting spontaneously in many parts of 
Africa. They are generally marked by outbursts of 
song. New melodies aré composed with choruses. 


Cure of the sick in answer to prayer is very general, 


although some cases are incurable. Another prominent 
feature-is the teaching of the near coming of Christ. 
This is a very much loved topic among the people, 
They long for the coming, talk and sing about it. 

In the Musana district (Swedish mission), the great 
newly-built mission house is constantly full of peo- 
ple singing hour after hour and listening to preaching. 
They sing with great power, yet without ecstasy, 
Here there is no political movement. 

Kibangu, who. preached on the-Congo in 1921, was 
half prophet, half race-patriot, and also given to ec- 
stasies. He preached faith-healing and repentance, and 
great crowds assembled to ‘worship God under his 
guidance. That there has been a vital movement seems 
evident from the fact that, in the Kingoyi district, of 
3,333 church-members only six had to be excluded last 
year. Kibangu’s leading followers, however, claim 
to be prophets, and have often proved erratic and un- 
.reliable and the movement-tends te develop anti-white 
antagonisms. ‘ 

Garrick Braid is another of these prophets, rising 
up this time in the Niger Delta. He had many re- 
markable answers to prayer for the healing of the sick. 
Later he seems to have developed spiritual arrogance 
and race consciousness. His movement is ‘said to have 
touched something like a million people, but for lack 
of guidance is in danger of becoming rather Pan- 
African than religious. Moses Harr is a leader in the 
Bonny district. In the -Camerouns, the governor has 
said of similar movements, “You should travel over 
the land. It is transformed. I had before heard of 
mass movements to Christianity and was skeptical con- 
cerning them. These people must have the instruction 
they crave.” The following petition came in from a 
chieftain, awakened in the Harris movement on the 
Ivory Coast. Fifty similar written petitions have been 
received by missionaries: : 

“Since it has pleased Almighty God through his Spirit 
that we should no more bow before gods of wood and 
stone, therefore have I, chief over Abura and the sur- 
rounding towns, together with my whole people, thrown 
away all idols, amulets, and all that we before wor- 
shiped. We have burnt all heathen chapels, and now 
pray to you for a teacher who can lead this church 
and school, We beg you and rely upon your church to 
help us, so that we may receive the salvation which 
the Lord has revealed to us. We pray to your church 
to send us a teacher before the end of this month, so 
that the Devil may trouble us no more.” 

The great danger of all these outbreaks is that they 
merge into a sort of black Zionism, “Africa for the 
Africans,” and thereby lose their essentially Christian 
connotation, The Pan-African Congress at Brussels 
is reported to have flung this statement im the face 
of Europe, “The black auxiliaries won the war. What 
thanks did they get for it? Not even a seat in the 
peace congress. The bloodiest war is yet to come, 
the war for Africa’s freedom.” 


Back of the Fascisti Are the Jesuits.—L’Assalio 
(The Assault) is the militant name of the ofgan of 
the Provincial Federation of Fascisti of Umbria. It 
publishes a letter from Mgr. Faloci to the citizens of 
Foligno on Religion and Fascism, in which the writer 
shows how the Fascist movement is doing all that was 
expected from the People’s Party (Catholic) of Italy. 


The Populari (People’s Party) desired, but was un- _ 


able, to restore compulsory religious teaching in the 
schools, he tells us. But the Fascisti have done this. 
They wished to put the crucifix in school rooms but 
could not. The Fascisti have. They wanted to pre- 
vent the adoption of a divorce law. The Fascisti have 
so far been successful. 

The Populari proposed to increase the meager sal- 
ary of the clergy. The Fascisti have done it, extend- 
ing this benefit to many poor old monks and decrepit 
friars, men whom none-cared for. The Fascisti gov- 


ernment has given legal guarantees to convents and ° 


monasteries, has relieved young men studying for the 
priesthood from military service, has given civil rec- 
ognition to all religious festivals. It has passed laws 
forbidding masonic propaganda. It has generously re- 
stored church properties, convents, and the like, and 
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it has put distinct limitations upon the freedom of the 
press. 

“These restrictive laws of the Honorable Mussolini 
deserve the applause of Catholics. He has done in 
the political field just that which the Church aims at 
in the field of religion.” 

This is true to the last syllable. The masonic lodges 
of Tuscany have been dissolved, their houses have been 
burned and the fire department held off with loaded 
revolvers. Stores and offices belonging to masons 
have been ruthlessly sacked, numbers killed, and more 
wounded. 


If they handle masons in this way, it is obvious 
that evangelical Christians have not much to look for- 
ward to in the way of fair play. Mention has been 
made of the attack on the Swedish missions in the 
Italian colony of Eritrea. The Bulletin of the Central 
Office for aid to European Churches gives another ex- 
ample. At Treffen (Austrian before the war, but 
now annexed to Italy), the Countess La Tour, a noble- 
woman of Huguenot extraction, bequeathed all her 
properties t6 orphanages and other Protestant institu- 
tions (at Russiz near Gorlitz). These properties were 
so extensive that the institutions were well-cared for 
by the income from them. But the Italian government 
has seized the Russiz institutions turning them over 
to Catholic management which is using every effort 
to Catholicize them. Though this is in flat contradic- 
tion to the terms of the treaty of Saint-Germain, all 
appeals addressed to the Italian government have been, 
up to the present, unavailing. “We can do nothing,” 
says the Bulletin, “except to draw the attention of 
our co-religionists in England and America to this 
injustice.” 

- Beckwith and Bhikshu.—The Methodist mission 
press, or at least the China Christian Advocate and 
the Indian Witness, its leading representatives, are 
constantly advertising the rawest modernist literature. 
In. China, this is. on sale in the Mission Book Store, 
Shanghai. The Indian Witness for July 1 runs this 
advertisement: ‘Methodist Publishing House, Luck- 
now. If you want a good book send your order for 
one or more of the following.” Among the “follow- 
ing” are “Realities and Shams,” by the Unitarian Dr. 
Jacks, the “Birth and Growth of Religion,” by G. F. 
Moore of the Harvard Theological School, and “The 
Idea of God,” by Professor Beckwith of the Congre- 


‘ gationalist seminary in Chicago. This last, in speak- 


ing of an Absolute God, who created the world and 
exists apart. from it, tells us that “the ultimate ques- 
tion is perhaps not so much whether a Being so defined 
is personal as whether such a Being exists” (p. 282), 
and after explaining that “the traditional idea of God” 
(that is the Biblical idea of God) makes little appeal 
“to the modern man,” adds, “If the alternative is either 
that idea of God unmodified or none, then the conclu- 
sion must be, no God” (p. 3). , . 

A Buddhist catechism by Subhadra Bhikshu recently 
translated into Italian by Giuseppe de Lorenzo, strikes 
similar notes. “Buddhism,” Bhikshu tells us, “has its 
foundation, not-in faith in an incomprehensible God- 
Creator, or in a supernatural revelation, but in the natu- 
ral constitution of the world and of life.as all see them. 

“Buddhism neither denies nor recognizes God. It 
simply has no need of him either as the base of its 
morality or to attain redemption. The theory that the 
truth has been given us by God is rejected entirely by 
Buddhism.” ; 

Transcendence, which is the foundation and root 
of all Christianity, is considered an obsolete idea. 
“There is no. God-Creator upon whose goodness and 
will the world depends. Upon our wills alone depends 
our salvation. This will to life, which fills us all and 
forms. the nucleus of our being, is the true creative 
force of the world.” - : 

Personally I cannot see any essential difference. be- 
tween the pantheism of this heathen Buddhist and that 
of the Illinois professor of theology in the Congrega- 
tionalist seminary, Chicago. If the American Meth- 
odist Mission is in Asia to promote the circulation 
of such literature, it ought to make the fact known 
to those who support it at home. 


Mission Papers Pushing Skeptical Literature. 
—The China Christian Advocate was some years ago 
edited by the present managing editor of the Christian 
Century. It appears to be as friendly to Bolshevism 
as the Chicago weekly. A flattering picture of the 
“Young Pioneers” appears in its July number. China 
is at present the objective of. Bolshevist agitation, and 
such material is very apropos. In one corner of this 
Methodist mission organ one notes this slush from 
H. G. Wells on Darwin’s “Origin of Species”: 

“It completed the disillusion of mankind. It is the 
end of twenty-five centuries of adolescence, the coming 
of age of mankind. With that book man ceased to 
live self-centered in a childishly conceived world, 
made for him and culminating in him.” 

Some years ago the distinguished French physi- 
ologist, E. de Cyon, said of the same book, that it gave 
the impression of profundity because it was so badly 
written. 

This same paper under the caption, “Some Books 
Wanted by China Missionaries,” urges friends of mis- 
sions at home to subscribe for the purchase of a long 
list of recent books. Among them are Fosdick’s “Mod- 
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ern Use of the Bible,” Ellwood’s “Reconstruction of 


Religion,” Wiggam’s “The New Decalogue of Sci- 
ence,” Moffatt’s “Old Testament,” Roland's “Mahatma 
Ghandi,” Anderson’s “The Hobo,” and Betts’ “How 
to Teach Reiigion.” 

Quotation has been made in these columns from that 
thoroughly skeptical book Rauschenbusch’s “Theology 
for a Social Gospel.” The Christian Literature So- 
ciety of Japan has gone to the trouble of having it 
put into Japanese, and advertises its sale in the Japan 
Evangelist. 


The death of Prof r Girg hn of the Uni- 
versity of Leipzig removes one of the ablest and most 
promising evangelical leaders in the height of his min- 
istry. (He died of typhus at the age of fifty.) His 
chair, which Luthardt and Ihmels adorned in the past, 
was ati attraction for students from all over Germany, 
and it is generally acknowledged that he was a star 
ot the first magnitude, one of the most learned the- 
ologians of the time. But he was more than that, a 
man who lived in closest intimacy with God. When 
he talked of sin: and grace he could shatter hearts. 
His sermons in the university church in Leipzig were 
a wrestling for doubting and disturbed souls. 


We in America are familiar with the insidious and 
often successful attempts of theological liberals to 
capture or transform to their opinion the institutional 
life of the evangelical’ church. The same type of in- 
trigue is noticeable in the Lutheran church of Ger- 








The Slavonic Gospel Band 





There are forty thousand Russian emigrés 
of the intelligent class in. Paris, and in~all 
France 380,000. One of their number, 
Prince Vladimir Nigeradse, who lost his 
property in the Revolution and is now sup- 
porting himself in humble occupation, gives 
all his spare time to their evangelization. 
He was converted through contact with Mr, 
Paget Wilkes of the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
when traveling from the East on a steamer. 
He has organized the Slavonic Gospel Band, 
the meetings of which are attended not only 
by Russians, but also by other Slavs, Poles, 
Bohemians, and the like. -This is linked up 
with the Anglo-American mission in Riga. 
Prince Nigeradse writes, ““ We believe in the 
deity of Jesus Christ, his atoning sacrifice 
through the blood of the cross, in a regene- 
rate church membership. We stand for 
death to sin and reckon ourselves dead by 
the death of Christ. We expect to form 
branches of the Slavonic Gospel Band in all 
important points where Slavs congregate.” 
Two such have heen formed,—in Moselle 
and Manche. 











many. General Superintendent Zoellner speaks of the 
great Inner Mission, that creation of evangelica! self- 
denial and Christian. love. It has always represented 
positive Christianity within the church, and the effort 
to bring the church back to positive lines. In- the last 
decade it has stressed evangelism. But to-day, even 
the Inner Missiom seems more and more: inclined to 
prociaim. its neutrality toward all parties in the 
church. “They speak of acting, not on the lines of 
belief, but of service. So did the protagonists of hu- 
manitarian opinion once talk. But we of the Inner 
Mission, on the.contrary, emphasized orthodox faith, 
which is a mighty, powerful, and active thing, which 
makes new men, new in heart and in courage. We 
have insisted that it is not the good fruit -which bears 
the good tree, but the good tree which bears the good 
fruit. We have spoken of the power of motive and 
have sought, in‘the Inner Mission, to be witnesses of 
crucified love, affirming that- deed without word is 
dumb, and word without deed empty. Is this all to 
be forgotten? Is, in the Inner Mission also, neutral- 
ity to be the rule in faceof both parties? If so, the 
Inner Mission will have lost its peculiar meaning for 
the church.” 


The story of the Protestant Church of Tours is 
told in the Journal de l’Eglise Reformee de Tours. In 
the days of the Reformation, the Huguenots worshiped 
in a large temple built according to government re- 
striction, bare, without ornament, and uninviting. But 
even this was later taken from them arid destroyed. 
Then a teaching order? the Dames de l'Union Chre- 
tienne, was organized to instruct in Catholicism, the 
Huguenot girls who were being forced into the Roman 
church, after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
A chapel, elegant and sober in style, was built for these 
sisters, and Protestant girls were brought in from 
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Blois, Samur, and the country surrounding Tours to 
listen to mass, while they dreamed of their parents in 
prison or exile. The last prisoner sent to this convent 
was Mlle. du Lac, in 1730. The Abbé Sain who was 
the chief instrument in the destruction of the old 
Huguenot temple and in the .erection of the sisters’ 
chapel, is buried in this chapel which is now, as it ap- 
pears, the Protestant Church of Tours. 


A Turk on Protestant Missions.—The substitution 
of the Christian calendar for that which dates from 
the hegira of Mohammed is another radical innovation 
of the Turkish government. It is of course, in itself, 
no special tribute to our Lord; but jit is a decided af- 
front to Islam and may be welcomed as a sign of com- 
ing break-up in Mohammedanism, The Missionary 
Herald prints an article from a Constantinople daily 
which shows the antagonism of the Turk, even to the 
philanthropies of Christian missions: The writer says 
of the American missionaries, “They first get the peo- 
ple to love them and then make confverts?~ The great- 
est secret of their success is love. It is the secret of 
the French Catholic sisters to proceed from rules to 
exampies. They give the theoretical basis of the 
Catholic religion, and then iliustrate it by living ex- 
amplese The Protestant Y. M. C. A. does the opposite. 
They do not proclaim their principles of Protestantism, 
they do not even talk about religion, but by their atti- 
tude, their manners, by the compassion they show to 
animals, by the help they give to the poor, by loving 
what is good, by mercy to the unfortunate, they try 
to show the loftiness of their religion. The number 
of innocent Turkish children captured by these charms 
is constantly increasing. We must awake and tell 
these self-invited guests of ours to desist from their 
ill-considered ambition.” 


Has the American Board Come to This?—Most 
of us have wondered and rejoiced at the Christianity 
of the Korean church, with its intense prayer life and 
profound interest in Scripture study and evangelism. 
But. this is what. Dr. Cornelius. H. Patton, secretary 
of the American Board, says of it in the Missionary 
Herald for -September, 1925: 

“Christianity in Korea for the most part is of an 
extremely conservative type, fundamentalism having 
free course. Let it not be suppesed, however, that the 
young people are willing to have their theology and 
ethics ‘handed out’ by the missionaries. They are 
doing considerable thinking on their own account. At 
a student conference. at Chai Ha Dong, the delegates 
engaged in a discussion of such questions as, ‘What 
about the authority of the Bible, is it gone or going, or 
has it greater. power and effectiveness ‘than ever be- 
fore?’ ‘Shall we believe modern science as taught in 
our. schools, or shall we believe the Bible, or can we 
accept both of them?’” : 


Brief Notes.—Elat, in the Camerouns, reports nearly 
a thousand girls in mission schools. And it is only 
twenty-five years since there were but four, bribed 
to attend by* the payment of four yards of calico a 
month to each girl’s father. . . . In Tinnevelly, in the 
Tamil country, of South India, a new mass move- 
ment is in full swing. Already a hundred villages with 
a population of more than 6,300 are asking for bap- 
tism. ... In a recent mission conference in Germany, 
Mr. Keyser, a missionary from New Guinea, told how 
the Papuan. churches had learned':to think of missions 
as the central thing in church life: It would be con- 
sidered a scandal if. each church did not have at least 
one of its members at work evangelizing the heathen 
of the island. Churches with a thousand members have 
from ten to twetty missionaries. The Saddle Moun- 
tain parish supports and, directs more than forty... . 
Adventists began work among-the Incas of the high 
plateaus of Peru only a’ few:years ago, but there has 
already been a great, change in the people. Cocaine, 
alcohol, and other vices have been abandoned. Last 
year, Pastor Schwerin had a baptism class of 1,200, of 
which 522 were finally* accepted. At present he has 
the oversight of a church of ‘1,160 members, with 600 
in his baptism class, and directs twelve schools. At 
Laro, another Inca station, 600 were baptized last year 
and six hundred more have been accepted for baptism. 
One convert has been killed by enemies of the Gospel, 
others have been imprisoned and hung by their fingers 
to prison-rafters. ... Indian converts of the Canadian 
Baptist Mission in Bolivia were lately put in jail at 
Calamarca and. given nothing to eat, then marched 
seventy-five miles to the town of Sicasica, given. no 
food en route, and again thrown into jail. “Give up 
the Gospel or starve,” was the ultimatum of the priest. 
“We starve,” came the stoical reply. The superintend- 
ent of the mission, however, was enabled to follow 
the party with food and got it to the Christians before 
they collapsed. They had! been five days without food! 
The missionary finally secured their release by appli- 
cation to state officials. The Indians of this mission 
have built entirely at their own expense ani adobe church 
seating a thousand. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ye 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request, 
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In the bringing of others into a simple, 
happy relationship with Christ 








Three Things the Bible Teacher Must Know 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
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(Concluded from last week) 


UR Study Must Be Sympathetic. It may sound 

trite to say that if we would understand any 

work, and derive the fullest benefit from the 
stuay of it, we must be in sympathy with its point of 
view, and must drink deeply of its spirit. And yet, with 
reference to the Scriptures, this needs to be said. It is 
most unfortunate, to say the least, that many who wouid 
teach the Bible have themselves never understood the 
true spirit-of the Bible, and are therefore more or 
less out of sympathy with it. Such an attitude is de- 
structive of our best work, and-is surely perilous to 
personal religion. As certainly as sympathy disarms 
Suspicion, suspicion kills sympathy. 

Of course if we would know and teach the Scrip- 
tures, we must ourselves have an experimental knowl- 
edge’ of God in Christ, that is, we must be Christians, 
for “the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him” ; — 
and the “things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God,” who reveals them to the tender heart. 

But in addition to having a spiritual faculty we 
must have a right point of view in our study of the 
Bible. If, for mstance, we come to it as a scientific 
treatise and look for the wnfolding of scientific facts 
in exact scientific formulae, we shall be disappointed. 
I do not imply that the Bible is out of harmony with 
the ascertained facts of modern science, but I do affirm 
that it is not a scientific text-book, and was never in- 
tended to teach science. It is a divine revelation of 
God and man, and of God to man, and sets forth how 
a ruined race can be reinstated in the favor of God 
by the sacrifice of himself. That is its point of view, 
and although many other subjects are treated inci- 
dentally we must enter into the spirit of that divine 
message if we wot!d understand the Bibie, The late 
Dr. Henry G. Weston of Crozer Theological Sem- 
inary once wrote, “Studies about Shakespeare, the Ba- 
conian authorship, the life of the author, etc., are in- 
teresting; but a man may be an adept in all these and 
kindred topics, and not have a spark of Shakespeare in 
his soul.” This expresses what I want to convey in 
regard to the study of the Bible. There is a technical 
knowledge that one may possess in the entire absence 
of sympathy and spiritual insight, and we are not with- 
out evidence of this in much modern scholarship. Just 
as you would close your heart to me if I approached 
you im a suspicious, or merely critical way, so the 
beauty and power of the Scriptures are withheld from 
readers of such a spirit. There must be sympathy if 
there would be insight. 

Our Study Must Be Practical, I have said that it 
must be comprehensive, persistent, systematic, thorough, 
and sympathetic, but if withal it be not practical, it 
will fail of its chief value. The Bible does more than 
impart information, it has a moral claim upon the 
hearts and consciences of men, and it insists upom obe- 
dience to those claims. Oliver Wendell Holmes has 
said that a bigot is like the pupil of the eye, the more 
light you pour upon it, the more it contracts. It is 
certainly true to the facts of experience that where the 
light of the Word of God is not received and obeyed 
by the heart its tendency is to blind the disobedient. 

We must obey its precepts, believe its promises, 
heed its warnings, follow its.examples, and advance in 
its teachings, if we would study to highest profit. 
Jesus affirmed this truth in two complementary pas- 
sages when he said: 

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them.” 

“If any man will do his [God’s] will, he shall know 
of the doctrine.” 

We cannot do unless we know, but if we would keep 
and widen that knowledge we must do it. As with 
our faculties, if we abuse the light of God we shall 
lose it and be of the number of those of whom it is 


said: 

“Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass your- 
selves about with sparks: walk in the light of your 
fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This 
shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sor- 
row.” . 

The Teacher's Attitude Toward the Bible. What 
has gone before will render it unnecessary to say much 
on this point. But one thing at least cannot be repeated 
too often, namely, that our attitude must be the result 
of our study, and not our study the result of our at- 
titude. Once let the teacher or any one else assume a 
certain attitude toward the Bible, and then come to 
the study of it with those prepossessions and prejudices, 
and it is not too much to say that the Word will re- 
main to such a sealed Book. Unhappily, the ideas of 
‘0 many regarding the Bible have been derived from 
ooks about it, and often from books that are neither 
to Sy hetic nor too sound, so that to a large ex- 
tent, and in advance, their judgments are set, and their 





bias is strong im directions which make it most difh- 
cult, if at all possible, to come to the Scriptures with 
a true heart and mind. In a day, as I haye said, of 
abounding helps to the study of the Biblé, and at a 
time when we are in possession of a vast amount of 
Biblical literature, critical and theological, we are in 
peril of judging the Bible, by it, instead of bringing 
it to the touchstone of the Bible. Against this we 
should most zealously guard in order that the Bible 
may have a fair chance of making its own impression, 
and establishing its own claims upon a heart and mind 
at once open and obedient. 

Were we, as individuals, the only persons affected 
by a wrong attitude toward the Bible, the evil would 
have its limits, but seeing that we are teachers of 
others, and in particular of the children who do not 
share our prejudices nor understand our position, the 
evil where present is of incalculable reach. For their 
sakes, therefore, as for our own, let us see to it that 
our attitude is the result of hard and honest study of 
the Bible itself which has brought settled conviction. 
This leads me to the third and last consideration, 

The Class. The Bible came first, the class comes 
last, and the teacher holds the middle place between 
these, that he may absorb the one and impart it to the 
other. We must assume what has gone before, the 
contents, and character of the Bible, and the study-life 
of the teacher resulting in a full knowledge of, and 
right attitude toward the Bible. And now the teacher 
is with his class, and if he would be a successful 
teacher two things must occupy a large place in his 
mind, first, the end he has in view. and then the 
method whereby he would compass that end. 

The Aim of the Teacher. It is well here to reduce 
this aim to its ultimate, lest we be satisfied with half re- 
sults, and fail of what is vital and final, That aim, 
I take it, is to bring the children te Christ, Te do 
that, although we may fail in other directions, is to 
do the thing that matters, but to succeed in other re- 
spects, and yet fall short of this, is utterly to fail. We 
must and -do,welcome all that throws light upon the 
mind and life of the child, but a psychology that leaves 
no room for conversion must prove one of our most 
subtle and formidable enemies. 

We must of course be careful not to insist upon the 
dawn of spiritual life in a child being marked by any 
such crisis as is natural when the great decision is made 
later 1n life; and more careful still not to precipitate 
any unnatural crisis in a child’s life; but that the child 
stands in need of salvation, is capable of understanding 
the simple truths of the Gospel, and of embracing those 


-truths, either with or without being conscious of the 


time of the new birth, we must fully believe, and for 
such an end unceasingly labor. The presence of other 
things can never compensate for the absence of this 
in our Sunday-schools., 

The school is the recruiting ground of the church, 
and as the church is founded on the faith which teaches 
that there is a personal Saviour for individual sinners, 
this, and other truths, must be definitely inculcated 
in the class, with a view to moral decision. It is not 
enough to give our scholars a knowledge of the Bible, 
they must be brought into simple and happy relation- 
ship with Christ himself. Let me repeat, it is abso- 
lutely ‘essential that the teacher have a personal knowl- 
edge of Christ. Better far have the most uncultured 
teachers with the love of God in their hearts, than the 
most proficient without it. But what we want is spir- 
ituality, with as much of proficiency as the individual 
circumstances will allow. 

The Method of the Teacher. Here I can only say 
in a few closing words, what I anticipate will receive 
general endorsement. As to method in the instruction 
of the child, there is unquestionably room for improve- 
ment, and also for an expression of gratitude for the 
present evidence and future prospect of improvement. 
Let us first know at what we are aiming, and then let 
us gladly adopt every available means that will help 
us to that end. We are learning, and none too soon, 
that the teacher must become a, child again if he would 
win the children. a 

The principle that lies back of the many hopeful 
attempts at a graded Bible is at once so scientific and 
Scriptural, that one wonders how it should have aroused 
suspicion in the minds of any, or should so tardily be 
adopted by our schools. The principle goes back as 
far, at least, as to the teaching of our Lord Jesus and 
his apostles. The Master-Teacher said: “I have many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” 
And his greatest apostle wrote: “When I was a child, 
IT spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child.” Surely there is a whole volume of sug- 
gestion in the words “as a child,” and the whole sci- 
ence of pedagogism in the words “spake,” “understood,” 
and “thought,” moving from that which is outermost, 


“the words,” to that which is innermost, “the thoughts,” 
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and along the line of “the understanding.” Child-lan- 
guage is the expression of child-umderstanding, and 
child-understanding is the product of child-thought. 

_ If then we would be successful in this most promis- 
ing of all fields of service, we must know the child, 
and know the Bible, and know how to teach the child 
the Bible in the various stages of his mental develop- 
ment. May such a knowledge be the glad possession 
of every one of us! 


EpDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 
we 


A valuable study and study method to use not only 
as a follow-up to the above article, but also as a rich 
sidelight on the present International Uniform Lessons 
on the life of Christ, is Mr. Scroggie’s booklet, “Christ 
the Key to Scripture.” It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 25 cents 
@ copy, or $2.50 a dozen, 


ae 
Smoking and Scholarship 


What a college learned as to tobacco's effect 
on mental efficiency 


N ANTIOCH Notes, for September 15, 1925, the 

semi-monthly publication of Antioch College, Yel- 
low Springs, Ohio, appeared some striking statements 
about the effect of tobacco on the student body of the 
college. While differing somewhat from the average 
college, in that vocational training and apprenticeship 
to practical life is combined with a liberal college edu- 
Cation, covering a six-year period, nevertheless the re- 
quired courses are sufficiently similar to make the re- 
sult of the research on smoking a clear indication of 
what may be found in the student body of any college. 

The study of smoking was conducted with thorough 
care and along sound statistical lines. 

The data includes that supplied by the students 
themselves; that recorded during the physical ex- 


‘amination, accurate measurements being insisted upon; 


the intelligence test made both before admission and 
in the college; and the “grades,” which are the care- 
fully considered verdicts of the faculty on each stu- 
dent’s scholarship. i 

The report reads in part as followss 


“Of 177 students who now smoke, 74 gained ath- 
letic ‘letters’ at high school or preparatory schodl, 
and 21 have won the college letters. Of 176 students 
who do not smoke, only 56 gained athletic letters at 
high school or preparatory school, but they also in- 
clude 21 representatives with college (Varsity A) let- 
ters. 

“The tentative conclusion is that high school ath- 
letes tend to take up smoking, and so increase the num- 
ber of athletes among college smokers, but that the 
smokers do not retain their pre-eminence in sports. 
This conclusion is supported by the fact that of stu- 
dents who smoking in high school, 37 have high 
school letters, but of these only three have gained 
college letters by accomplishments in athletics. 

“Of 23 men dismissed from Antioch last year for 
low scholarship, 20 were smokers. This fact bears 
upon all the following statistics. As the poorest ‘stu- 
dents are dropped, the average grade of the remainder 
is higher. If most of those dropped are smokers, then 
the smokers remaining in college are a selected group 
who are less affected by the association of smoking 
with low scholarship. Were it not for such elimina- 
tion, the scholarship of smokers would appear still 
more unfavorably. : = 

“On the basis of grading which prevailed when this 
study was und en, an average grade of 3.2 was 
required of students. A grade of 4 or higher was 
made by 23.9 percent of non-smokers, and by 7.9 per- 
cent of smokers. The average grade of 176 non- 
smokers last year was 3.51; that of 177 smokers 
was 3.14. The difference is .37. The mathematical 
probability of such a difference arising by chance is 
only one in 730 millions. The difference in schoiar- 
ship of smokers and non-smokers is real, with some 
assignable cause, 

“We cannot at once conclude that the habit of smok- 
ing is that cause. It might be a third factor. For ex- 
ample, sociability may be associated both with smoking 
and with low scholarship. So we investigated further. 

“We found that heavy smokers have lower grades 
than light smokers. Heavy smokers average 3.00; 
light smokers, 3.23. More heavy that light smokers 
fall below diploma grade. (Students falling below 
diploma grade, 3.2, must improve scholarship or leave 
college.) Of non-smokers, 31.8 percent fall below 
diploma grade; of light smokers, 43.0 percent; and of 
heavy smokers 62.3 fall below. 

“Smokers who ‘inhale’ have lower scholarship than 
those who do not. Of all smokers who do not inhale, 
42.4 percent fall below diploma grade; but of those 
who do inhale, 43.8 percent of light smokers, and 65.1 
percent of heavy smokers fall below. : 

“Smokers remaining in college fall steadily in schol- 
arship (from 3.56 to 3.31 in three years). Non-smokers 
maintain a nearly uniform. average. ‘ 

*With these figures before us, it is hard to avoid 
the conclusion that smoking is actually a cause of men- 
tal inefficiency.” 
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Lesson for February 28 
Matthew 2a: 15-22 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 28. JESUS TEACHES RESPECT FOR LAW 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 22: 15-22. (Temperance Lesson) 
Golden Text.—Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil.— Matthew 5: 17 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


Shew honour to all. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king (1 Pet. 2:17).- 

The Historical Setting 

HIS week’s lesson falls in the Passion Week in 

the life of our Lord. The record in Matthew 21: 

18 to 22: 46 tells of the final breach of Jesus with 
the Jewish Nation. This breach took the form of 
four parables, one performed before the disciples (21: 
18-22) and three spoken to the Jews, namely, The Two 
Sons, The Wicked Husbandman, and The Wedding Gar- 
ment. The break of Jesus with his people was the 
inevitable consequence of their hostility to him; a hos- 
tility which, as this division of the Gospel shows, was 
representative and determined. First of all there is 
the attack of the Priests and Elders, or the. Religious 
Class (21: 23-27), followed by the above three parables. 
Then the attack of the Herodians, or the Political 
Class (22:15-22). In the next place, the attack of 
the Sadducees, or the Upper Class (22: 23-33). And 
finally, the attack of the Pharisees, or the Middle 
Class (22: 34-46). It is after all.this that Jesus ut- 
ters the eightfold “Woe” against the nation, as earlier 
im his ministry he had pronounced an eightfold 
“Blessed” (chap, 5). From this outline you will see 
that this week’s lesson is the second of the four at- 
tacks upon Jesus, and his repulse thereof. 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 15.—Then. When the Pharisees saw that the 
Priests and Elders had been totally confounded (21: 
23 to 22:14). Went; that is, aside from the crowd. 
Literally, havtig-gone.. The Pharisees, A religious 
party (see v. 34). Entangle (p uo). ac occur- 
rence of the verb in. the New Testament he sub- 
stantive pagis occurs five times, and is always trans- 
lated snare. The idea is, setting a trap for one’s feet. 
In his talk, better, in discourse (en logo). 


Verse 16.—But they were not going to take the 
hazard alone. They linked up with the Herodians, the 
national party. It is not certain who these latter were; 
but, either they advocated the expediency of paying 
the Roman tribute, or they were a party who would 
gladly have accepted the dynasty ‘of the Herods to the 
exclusion of the Romans. Anyhow, the Pharisees, 
who were opposed to paying the tribute, found in their 
desire to entrap Jesus, a point of contact with a party 
who were not their friends. Master, that is, teacher. 
This was intended as a sop, a compliment, to lead to 
the trap, ‘These people “would have been better at 
catching mice than trapping the Messiah. We know 
... Person of men. These men pay Jesus a fivefold 
compliment. First, in the address. Second, with ref- 
erence to his character. Third, relative to his teaching. 
Fourth, as to his courage. And lastly, because of his 
fairness. “They thought belike, to have tickled and 
taken our, Saviour with their flatteries, and so to have 
had what they would of him. But Christ was unflat- 
terable.” They kissed him that they might kill him. 
Think of Joab and Judas. Thou regardest not the per- 
son of men, better, thou lookest not on the face of men. 
The idea is traceable to the ancient custom of a supe- 
rior bidding an inferior lift up his face to receive a 
smile, the latter being prostrate before the former. 
This was often done unrighteously. These parties 
were saying they were sure that Jesus was above all 
favoritism, supposing that to their question he could 
not but say Yes or No. 


Verse 17.—Is it, or is it not lawful? If Jesus said, 
“Tt is not lawful,” they would accuse him to Pilate. 
If he said, “It is lawful,” then they would declare 
him to be a traitor. Either way, they thought he 
must go over the precipice. But it was the former 
of these two answers that they wanted. Tribute. The 
annual poll-tax which was levied on the people for 
the treasury of the Roman Emperor. It was of the 
value of a day’s wages. 


Verse 18.—Perceived, literally, knowing. He. was 
the reader. of hearts. Wickedness. That is how their 
action was characterized by him who, they had” just 
said, was scrupulously fair and true. The question 
itself was not wicked, but their motive in asking it 
was. Tempt, with a view to his falling (see 4:1). 
Hypocrites. He is demonstrating the truthfulness of 
their estimate of him (v. 16). He tells them the truth 
about themselves without fear, as they, unwittingly, 
had told the truth about him without faith. 

Verse 19.—The tribute money, literally, the coin of 
the tribute, that is, the coin in which the tax was paid. 
The word coin is nomisma, from whence our numis- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 1. 
Primary Topic : on Obedience. 
Lesson Material; Matthew 22 : 15-22. 
Memory Verse: Obey them that have the rule over you — 
Juni Tov Obs ing the La 
unior z i e Law. 
Lesson, Material : Mathew 22 15-22. 
Memory Verse: Hebrews 13 : 17. 
Intermediate and Senior Tope Obeying the Law. 
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15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 
might ensnare him in his talk. 16 And they send to him 
their disciples, with the. Herodians, saying, Teacher, we 
know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in 
truth, and carest not for any one: for thou regardest not the 
person of men. 17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 18 But 
Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why make ye 
trial of me, ye hypocrites? 19 Show me the tribute money. 
And they brought unto him a ‘denarius. 20 And he saith 
unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 21 
They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; 
and unto God the things that are God’s. And when they 
heard it, they marvelled, and left him, and went away. 


1The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about 
eight pence half-penny, or nearly seventeen cents. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








matics, the science of coins. Shew me. Evidently 
Jesus had not the coin, A penny. A denarius, about 
seventeen cents. It was a silver coin. Not only was 
it the amount of the tax, but the coin in which that 
tax was to be paid. 

Verse 20.—Superscription, a wrong translation of 
epigraphe, which is rather imscription,- or better still, 
on-writing. “Our Lord did not ask this question for 
information, but to prepare the minds of his ques- 
tioners. 

Verse at—Render then the things o 
Caesar, and the things of God to God. 
dote), give back as a due. 


Verse 22.—And having heard they wondered, and 
leaving him went away. Perhaps not humbler, but 
humiliated, 


The Homiletical Form 


1. Antagonists (vs. 15, 16a). 
2. Approach (v. 16b). 

3. Attack (v, 17). 

4. Answer (vs. 18-21). 

5. Astonishment (v. 22). 


The Topical Values 


The Duty to Caesar is not to be Denied. 
The Duty to God is not to be Neglected. 
The Wisdom of the Serpent in the Devil (vs, 15-17). 
The Wisdom of the Serpent in the Dove (vs. 18-21). 
Christ’s Reproach (v. 18). 
Christ’s. Request (v. 19). 
Christ’s Reply (vs. 20, 21). 
( Entanglements revealing those who attempted them 
v. 15). . 
Entanglements revealing him who was to be en- 
tangled. 


The Practical Aim 


Give back to Caesar the things that are due to Caesar, 
and to God the things that are due to God, 

“One of the wisest, deepest, and yet simplest maxims 
ever uttered in human language.” Jesus, as it were, 
says to his interrogators: “Think not to catch me in 
that paltry snare. My mission is far other than to 
mingle in, petty political fray. The little questions of 
to-day, in that sphere of things, will not be the ques- 
tions of to-morrow. And men’s prejudices are too 
deeply enlisted to suffer them at present to listen to 
the still small voice of reason on the topics in dis- 
pute. I have come to be the Word of God for all 
time and for all the world, I lay down principles 
which will, as men are able to bear their application, 
purify the politics of every people, and ultimately ad- 
just all the differences that separate person from per- 
son, party from, party, and people from people. 
of these principles, in so far as it is applicable to you, 
is the following: Render the things of Caesar to 
Caesar, and of God to God’ (Morison). 


We are all related to two worlds, to the visible and 
the invisible; to the earthly and heavenly realms; and 
it will be in our wisdom to understand just how we 
are related to these. Political and religious claims 
must both be acknowledged; we are necessarily under 
obligation alike to civil and sacred authority, The 
powers that be are ordained of God, and “ re- 


Caesar to 
ender tapo- 


sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.” 
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We are to “render, therefore, to all their dues; tribute 
to whom tribute; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honour to whom honour.” 


There is a sense, of course, in which Christians are 
“not of this world,” but there is a sense in which we 
are very much of it. We live under some particular 
form of government; we are protected by an army of 
police; we have access to courts for justice; we have 
the benefit of elaborate parliamentary and municipal 
government; we have numberless public institutions 
for the care of the needy; we are taxed, and rightly 
so, for all our privileges. All this is as true of the 
Christian as of the non-Christian; and while our so- 
cial, political, and civil relations should never be sub- 
stituted for our religious obligations, neither can the 
latter be a substitute for the former. 


_ In our passage Christ does not pronounce upon the 
justice or injustice of the Roman. rule and tax; but he 
acknowledges that he and they had a duty to discharge 
to the existing government, Where, of course, the 
civil power requires of us something that is contrary 
to the law and claim of God upon us, we must resist 
the authority as. the martyrs did. But that is no ex- 
ception to the principle which our Lord laid down, be- 
cause in thé supposed event “Caesar” would be claim- 
ing what is due only to God. This principle. you may 
illustrate by your Prohibition Problem, and the. recent 
Dayton Trial As long as Prohibition is the law of 
the United States, that law should be enforced and 
obeyed. If there are those who disagree with the law, 
let them take constitutional means to get it amended 
or annulled. -But to’ flout the authorities and break 
the law either directly or indirectly is to dash oneself 
against our Lord’s command to “render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s.” 


As to the Dayton Tri It was not a question of 
whether or not the evolutionary hypothesis is right, but 
of whether or not the law of the state of Tennessee 
is to be obeyed? If the law is wrong, get it altered; 
but so long as it is the law, it should be respected. 
If this js not done, civilization will soon go to pieces. 
The ethics of resistance fs a very difficult subject, but 
our course is normally quite clear. Earth has a just 
claim upon us, and so has. Heaven; Caesar, and also 
God; and to each we are to*render his due. Christ 


never dabbled in local and party politics, but ever 


enunciated principles which are applicable to all situa- 
tions and all ages. Not the least of his miracles were 
his words. 


Final Word 


Applying the lesson to ourselves individually, we 
may regard “Caesar” to be the physical and intellectual 
part of us, and our religious nature and new life as 
the other part. To each we owe something, and neither 
should be neglected in the interests of the other. 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 


‘Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


OW did law become necessary? 


2. On what code of laws is the law of every Chris- 
tian nation based? 


3. What great teachers of the Bible emphasize the duties 
of Christian citizenship? 


4. What laws can you cite to which Jesus rendered strict 
obedience? 


5. What example had he had in his home, in this respect? 


6. Where do we find Jesus’ fullest declaration of allegiance 
to the law of the Scriptures? 


7. In what way is Jesus’ teaching concerning the keeping 
of law peculiar? 


8 What then would you say is Jesus’ secret for teach- 


-ing respect for law? : 


9. How did Jesus escape the dilemma which the Phari- . 
sees thought they had presented to him? 


10. What did Christ say here as to the relative import- 
ance and obedience to Caesar as compared with obedience 
to God? 


11, What group who heard Christ’s words needed to rec- 
ognize a clash of loyalties to Caesar and to God? 


12, What principle must govern in such a crisis? 


313. Which duties are men more likely, in general, to fail 
in, their duties to Caesar or to God? Why? (Personal.) 


14. Under what conditions may we properly question God? 
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15. What is the first condition of asking his will? 
16. Show by two passages of Scripture the Lord’s desire 
that we ask him questions. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Me 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Sour Grapes and Edged Teeth.—We know that 
thou art true... and carest not for any one: for thou 
regardest not the person of men (v. 16). This is how 
Christ’s enemies sized him up, All folks were the 
same to him so far as person was concerned. He took 
no account of shape, color, or race. The neglected and 
misshapen black dwarf looks the same to Jesus as the 
finely formed and favored athletic white Adonis. The 
ugly duckling from the farmyard is as beautiful to 
him as the glorious peacock upon the terrace. “Man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord look- 
eth on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). This passage of 
Scripture has been selected for a temperance lesson. 
As I take my pencil to write, one of the beautiful 
“birds” of the Avenue has been found murdered in 
her apartment with the remains of a drunken party in 
evidence all around the dead body. Before this is 
printed the newspaper will have told of many others, 


for in spite of law, dissipation and crime run ‘right. 


on where the bright lights shine. Folks are much 


, like the perfected automobile. As I watch them here 


from the car window running on the Lincoln Highway 
a furlong away across the fields you can hardly tell 
the “flivvers” from the real cars costing times as 
much. But when you go up to them and open the hood, 
oh, what a difference! Well, it is just like that. God’s 
eyes see through the vacuum and we are X-rayed to 
him. It is perfectly right to take care of this “per- 
son” of ours. Keep it in the very best shape our purse 
will afford. But the “scenery” is not. what counts 
with God—nor indeed does it with the smart man 
or woman. What is the metal, and how is it cast, 
wrought, and fitted? —that is the question. I have 
some acquaintances, fine fellows, who stand high in 
business and: affairs, but who boast “private cellars.” 
Their own children are being raised in a law defying 
environment, and you don’t have to be a Yankee to 
guess the future. Defiance of one law is the de- 
fiance of all laws (Ezek. 18: 2). 


The Eighteenth Amendment.—Show me the tribute 
money. And they brought unto him a denarius [eight- 
cen cents] (v. 19). Don’t know what you may think 
about it, but this is another of the funny places in the 
Bible. I fancy I can see the twinkle in the Master’s 
eye as he outwits these smart lawyers so simply, easily, 
and completely. The Book says something about 
spreading the net in the sight of any bird (Prov. 1: 
17). It was a question of taxpaying to a hated con- 
queror, and the smart “New York lawyers” thought 
they had the young, unsophisticated country carpenter 
“both a-goin’ and a-comin’.” Say “pay,” and the Jews 
will “roast’’ him as a traitor; say “don’t pay,” and Rome 
will kill him as a rebel. “Yes, Ben Ezra, we've got 
him now.” Yes, they had—not! That’s what makes 
it so funny. Just as though any smartness could 
corner Heaven. Besides, always remember the right 
answer to any question of right or wrong is always 
the direct and simple one. Nobody I know of around 
Coatesville who belongs to church is having any trou- 
ble with the Eighteenth Amendment and Volstead law. 
Down in “The Eighties” and South First Avenue 
there are tears and tribulation and much going over 
to West Chester court. But there are no Sunday- 
school folks among the law breakers. Nothing shows 
the genius of the Christian religion like its respect for 
law and orderly procedure. Don’t like that word 
“genius”? All right, substitute “divinity” then. With 
the Eighteenth Amendment and the laws to back it 
up it is to laugh when the man who flaunts these laws 
claims to be a Christian and presents himself at the 
Lord’s table. Then goes home to deliberately break 
the law of his country —and incidentally set a nice 
example in his own household. No wonder young 
America, male and female, have “no use for the old 
man’s religion.” 


Politics.—Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God’s (v. 21). In America the state and the church 
are separate. The good citizen is a good churchman, 
and the good churchman) is a good citizen. John Hick- 
man, Chester County’s witty congressman, one time 
in referring to a religious body, said he liked them 
“because they never interfered with politics or relig- 
ion.” We often hear the advice, “Keep out of politics, 
they’re rotten.” The reason perhaps that good men 
fight shy of politics. I used to be in politics. Was 
one of the county’s political poss’ lieutenants with the 
power to name postmasters, and the like. The “boss” 
was rich and much reviled by the opposing faction, 
but I never saw anything “rotten.” Yes, I spent money 
for him, lots of it, but it was for brass bands and 
torch light processions entirely. Later we used exactly 
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the same methods to make Chester County dry be- 
fore the whole nation went dry. We also use the 
same methods so far as we can to raise the money to 
put on Adult Bible Class parades at Sunday-school 
Conventions. In fact, I have a better opinion of my 
race and my fellow countrymen than to believe that 
our men im public life are for the most part traitors 
and scoundrels and grafters. I am in Washington. 


Over there in front of the Civic Building stands the . 


bronze statue of a man. On the marble pedestal thcre 
is just one word— Shepherd. He was the political 
“boss” of the city. He had the vision of the beauti- 
ful Washington of to-day and to-morrow. He spent 
money and opened up lovely streets with an iron hand 
and against protests of- those who would not see. On 
one occasion he gave a dinner to all the judges. He 
locked them in the banquet hall and then had an army 
of men to open the street. There was no judge ac- 
cessible for his opponents to get an injunction. Eventu- 
ally Washington ran him out of the country as a 
“grafter.” “He died in exile. Then’ Washington one 
day woke up. And after the man with the vision was 
dead, they have erected in front of the City Hall on 
the grandest boulevard of the beautiful city, the monu- 
ment to do him honor with the one significant word 
that all Washington understands — Shepherd. The 
Master tells us what to do. Get into politics and re- 
ligion with both feet and trust to time and God. 
CoaTESvILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrinciPLe OF APPLICATION.—Lead pupils 


to rae practical and personal applications of 
truth. 











HE intended application of the lesson before us 

is rather evident. The general title indicates it 
and the subordinate title makes it specific, so that it 
is clear that the intent is to stress the importance of 
law observance in general and obedience to recent tem- 
perance legislation in particular, Whether or not the 
present lesson can be made to carry this application, 
it is certain that the example of Jesus and the teach- 
ing of the New Testament are altogether favorable 
to these propositions, ‘ 

In the case before us the Pharisees presented to 
Jesus hypocritically and craftily what they regarded 
as a dilemma for him, but he took both horns of the 
dilemma and escaped their craftiness by showing that 
instead of a conflict of duties they had merely sug- 
gested two duties, both of which were important and 
should be performed. Living under the protection of 
the Roman government they owed to it certain duties; 
living under the protection of the divine government 
they owed to it certain, duties. Both, obligations should 

met. 

But note that he did not say there could never be 
any conflict in the duties nor any clash of loyalties. 
The day came when those who followed him had to 
assert, “We must obey God rather than men,” and thus 
defy the authorities. But this was not contrary to his 
teaching, for he-did not say that Caesar was equal 
to God in his claims upon their obedience. Caesar has 
certain claims that must be allowed but in no one of 
them is he to be permitted,to usurp the place of God 
and demand the supreme devotion of the human soul. 
The coin that bears the image of Caesar goes back at 
last to Caesar who made it, and if it is the tribute 
coin, all the more should it be given him. Man was 
made in the image of God, and of right belongs to 
God, certainly not the less so since he has been re- 
deemed by the precious blood of Christ. Are we as 
willing to give to God the life that belongs to him as 
we are to pay the taxes that the state demands? Will 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 


. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man...John 1 : 1-18 
. January 10.—Five Men Believe on Jesus ....John 1 : 19-51 
. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus 
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John 3 : 1-173 7 : 45-52; 19 : 38-42 
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. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Men, John 6: 1-71 
6, February 7.—Jesus Heals and Saves a Blind Man 
John 9: 1-41 
7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10 : 1-30 
8, February 21.—Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
- John 11:1 to 12:11 
9. February 28.—Jesus Teaches Respect for Law 
(Temperance Lesson.) .............. Matthew 22 : 15-22 
10, March 7.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet, John 13 : 1-17 
11. March 14.—Last Words of Jesus with His Disciples 
John, chapters 14 to 17 
12. March 21.—Jesus Dies and Rises from the Dead 
John 18:1 to 20: 23 
3. March 28.—Review: The Gospel of John 
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a man rob God, not only in tithes and offerings, but in 
holding out for himself the life that God has a right 
to claim as his own? Is it possible that the application 


may take this turn: and come home close to some who - 


rag / not be guilty of keeping from Caesar that which 
is his? 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 


But readers are urged not to send anything without first - 


securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 


the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in. 


stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 


full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that: portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


IHustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
opecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
PY > 


Her Idea of Liberty.—I came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil (Golden Text). There is an amusing story of 
the early days of the Russian Revolution. After the 
Czar had abdicated, a stout old woman was seen leisurely 
walking down the middle of one of the busiest streets 
in Petrograd, at no small peril to herseif and to the 
great confusion of traffic. A policeman pointed out 
to her that there was a pavement for pedestrians, and 
that the streets were for wagons and automobiles. 
But she was not to be convinced. “I’m going to walk 
just where I like,” she said; “we've got liberty now.” 
When we assert our right to “do as we like,” to “livé 
our own life,” we are as thoughtless as this old dame 
in the streets of Petrograd. Freedom is not a ques- 
tion of doing as we like; it is rather a question of 
doing as we ought. Liberty is a responsibility before 
it is a right. Freedom implies voluntary obedience to 
the moral law.—From The Youth’s Companion. Sent 
by Mrs. H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


Keeping the Law Without Fulfilling It.—Law ... 
to fulfil (Golden Text). Harper’s Magazine tells of 
a New York lawyer who overheard a conversation be- 
tween a bank president and his son, about to leave for 
the West to engage im business on his own account. 
“Son,” said the father, “on this, the threshold of your 
business life, I desire to impress one thought upon 
your mind. Honesty ever and always is the policy 
that is best.” “Yes, father,” said the young man. “And 
by the way,” added the graybeard, “I would urge you 
to read a little on corporation law. It will amaze 
you to discover how many things you can do in a 
business way and still be honest.” Man’s standard of 
honesty is very different from God’s standard. Is 
not this at the heart of the great wave of lawlessness 
that has been sweeping over the world in the past few 
years? Man has gotten away from God’s standard of 
love (love of God and fellow men) as the fulfilling of 
the law (Rom. 13:10).—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Blanche B. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


Discipline and Obedience.—Obey them that have 
the rule over you (Heb. 13:17). Dr. Breckenridge 
once said to his mother: “Ma, I think you ruled us 
with too rigid a rod in‘our boyhood. It would have 
been better if you had used gentler methods!” The 
old lady straightened herself up and said, “Well, Wil- 
liam, when you have raised up three such good 
preachers as I have, you can talk.”— Sent, by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. oe 


The Way of God in Truth.—Teacher. we know that 


thou . .. teachest the way of God in truth (v. 16). 
“Professor, what do you try to do for your students?” 
some one asked Professor Robert Dick Wilson of 
Princeton Seminary. Instantly he replied, with quiet 
earnestness: “I try to give them such an intelligent 
faith in the Old Testament Scriptures that they will 
never doubt them as long as they live. I try to give 
them evidence. I try to show them that there is a 
reasonable ground for belief in the history of the 
Old Testament. “I’ve seen the day,” he went on, 
“when I’ve just trembled at undertaking a new inves- 
tigation, but I’ve gotten over that. I have come now to 
the conviction that no man knows enough to assail the 
truthfulness of the Old Testament. Whenever there 
is sufficient documentary evidence to make an investiga- 
tion, the statements of the Bible, in the original texts, 
have stood the test.”"—From the Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


Turning the Tables.—Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the. things 
that are God’s (v. 21). A bootlegger walked boldly 
one night into a coast guard station not far from New 
York City and laid down eighteen thousand dollars in 
bills before the lone man on duty. ‘“What’s that for?” 
asked the coast guard. “For turning your back,” re- 
plied the bootlegger. “Now turn it and keep it turned.” 
A second later the bootlegger was looking into the 
wrong end of a service revolver. “You are going to 
do the back-turning,” announced the coast guard. 
“Turn it quick—to me,—and keep going.”—From 
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Lesson fer February 28 
Matthew 22: 15-22 


the Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, N. J. Prise 
illustration, 


Like Some Other Bible ‘“Interpreta- 
tions.”’—They say unto him, Caesar’s (v. 
21). A negro minister once described 
a well-known, but close-fisted brother as 
being as stingy as Caesar—and was 
asked, “Why do you think Caesar was 
stingy?” He replied: “Well, you see, 
when the Pharisees gave our Lord a 
penny, Jesus. asked them, ‘Whose sub- 
scription is. this?? and they _ said, 
‘Caesar’s.’”—From the Epworth Herald, 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, 


. . 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
teach us, we pray thee, the simple duty of 
obediente. May we have due respect for 
agreements into which we enter. May we do 
our part to establish justice among men. In 
these days of reckless disregard of law, may 
we who have had the great privilege of 
studying thy Word stand fast for that which 
makes for righteousness and order. May we 
not take lightly the wicked breaking of the 


laws against strong drink, but may we do. 


our part faithfully to uphold them. May we 
not be swayed by the ungodly attitude of 
those who disregard the law, but may we 
show forth by our firmness and clearness on 
the side of right thy presence and thy power 
in our lives. In thy dear name, Lord Jesus, 
we pray. Amen. 

’ After the Lesson.—One day a friend 
was calling upon the mother of a family 
in an eastern city. The mother was 
speaking proudly of her young son, and 
she said, in effect: “I have tried to bring 
him up in the right way, and to have 
everything just right for him. I bought 
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him a silver flask, and I see to it that he 
has, the best liquor in it, because I do 
not want. him to have the kind of stuff 
that others have around here,” Yes, that 
sounds like a shocking thing to you, and 
it is even more~shocking than it sounds. 
What chance is there for that boy, un- 
less some one outside his family leads 
him to the Lord Jesus Christ, so that his 
life will be cleaned up? What a respon- 
sibility there is upon parents in these 
days! How greatly the Sunday-school is 
needed, and the sort of teaching that we 
have here Sunday after Sunday! If we 
should think back over the*history of the 
prohibition fight in the United States, we 
should very soon see that the eighteenth 
amendment was not a sudden thing, but 
the result of a very slow struggle toward 
the right. May God help each one of us 
to stand firm in obedience to the law, 
and to look to him for strength to meet 
every occasion when we are tempted to 
do otherwise. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Take time to be holy.” 
“God save the boys.” 

“He will hold me fast.” 

“Oh how love I thy law.” 
“Go forward.” 

“Onward Christian soldiers.” 
“Lead on, O King eternal.” 
“March on ye soldiers true.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,’’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica-_ 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Thy Holy Way” (241 : 1-3). Psalm 119 : 33-40. 
“From God the Victory” (33:1, 2 
Psalm 18 : 20-26. 
“O How Love I Thy Law” (36: 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14. 
“The Way of the Righteous” (2:1, 2 
Psalm 1 : 1-6, 
% 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,’ invaluable by way of 
illustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 75 
cents. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1, The stewardship of life, 
2. Attitude toward the state. 











HAT is the underlying meaning of 

all these great conventions and con- 
gresses of young people being heid all 
over our land, under Christian auspices ? 
Is it not that we are seeking to arouse in 
Christian young people a true sense of 
stewardship toward God—the steward- 
ship of their whole lives? And how 
they are responding! More young life is 
being wholly dedicated to the direct serv- 
ice of God to-day than ever before in the 
Christian church, except perhaps in that 
first generation following the ascension 
of our Lord. The problem now is to pro- 
vide the funds to set these young lives in 
service — the various fields of their choice 
or the church’s appointment —and {to 
train them for the work ahead. 

Yet despite this great movement within 
the Christian chutch there is the constant 
increase of lawlessness on the part of 
very young people — the unwillingness to 
recognize any authority over their actio":s, 
any responsibility to any other than sel 
—which is so alarming the deeper 
thinkers among us. The flagrant di:re- 
gard of the prohibition laws of our land 
is just one evidence of this wide-spread 
spirit, and we who are seeking to help 
in the guidance of youth need to get back 
of this outbreak to the principle of re- 
spect for all rightful authority — that 
there is such a thing as rightful author- 
ity which is above our personal indepen- 
dence, and which alone in turn secures our 
rightful personal independence. 

And we who teach young girls have 
an opportunity to strike deepest of all 
at this sin, for it is still true in this 
topsy-turvy social world of ours that 
womankind leads mankind in all such 
matters — that.girls influence boys in their 
attitude toward all things spiritual. If 
only we who teach them could create in 
the girlhood of America a deep respect 
for law and its rightful authority over 
them, there would soon be a lessening of 
all the crimes due to the present disre- 
spect for all forms of control over life. 
And we who teach the girls of the church 
have, through them, an avenue for reach- 
ing the boyhood that is outside the church, 
for our girls’ boy associates are not lim- 
Se to those they meet within church cir- 
cles. 





2. How shall we do this? This very les- 
son shows us the way —not only by the 
direct example of respect for law on the 
part of the Lord Jesus, but in the appeal 
we may make to the loyalty of a Chris- 
tian girl to het Leader. For loyalty to 
a person is still the law of the gang — 
the only one recognized by many “gangs” 
of young people — and will secure action 
where the appeal to abstract principle 
fails. Does she love her Lord? Does her 
heart warm to his courage and keenness 
in the face of his enemies who would 
entrap him by fair means or foul during 
these feast-days in Jerusalem? Does she 
not rebel against the gross injustice of 
his treatment at the hands of this coali- 
tion of his arch enemies? Will she follow 
such a Leader? His example and words 
on this question of regard for and obedi- 
ence to law — even a hated law — are too 
plain to be misunderstood. 


Home Study 


Read thoughtfully what Jesus had to 
say about keeping laws in Matthew 5: 
17-30. 

Decatur, GA. 


Say, Feliows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Tanglers entangled. 


Discussion: Good and bad uses of qucs- 
tions. The kind of questions to ask 
Jesus. What do we need to know from 
him? How can we get the answer? 


Objective: Getting set straight. 











AY, fellows, recently out West I saw 
some cowboys roping calves. They 
were very expert at it, and rarely failed 
to place the loop of their lariats around 
the necks of the calves in full flight. I 
noticed that the cowboys were careful to 
grasp their lassos in a certain way as 
they gathered .up the coils for the throw; 
but one fellow was evidently not careful 
enough, for the rope seemed to catch 
itself and fall short—not only that, 
but it fouled the forelegs of his horse, 
tripped it, and both horse and rider fell 
to the ground, while the calf scampered 
away to freedom.. It was rather humil- 
jating. I was sorry for the cowboy; he 
was unmercifully “boo-ed.” 
Now, fellows, you will notice that “the 
Pharisees took counsel how they might 
entangle him [Jesus] in his talk.” With 
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all their counsel and all their trap set- 
ting, they wofully failed. But I’m not 
sorry tha' they failed. I’m glad. I’m 
glad that the Saviour upon whom I de- 
pend could not be snared, but had — and 
has —a ready answer for every question 
which may arise. 

Moreover, I am glad that he invites 
questions and that he promises to give a 
satisfying answer. “He that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened” (Luke 11: 10). 

The trouble with us, fellows, is that 
we do not use this privilege enough ; let’s 
check up right here and see how much we 
do use it. »How many minutes in each 
twenty-four hours do we spend getting 
the light we so much need and which is 
all ready for us in such abundant supply? 
An engineer on one of our great trans- 
continental vestibule trains recently passed 
a perfectly clear “Stop” signal. A few 
miles farther on, he met another train 
plunging toward his in the darkness. 
There was a head-on collision and the 
engineer and a number of others lost their 
lives. At the station where the “Stop” 
signal was displayed, were orders await- 
ing him, which would have sent him into 
the siding to await a safe passing. There 
is a “Stop” signal at the beginning of 
each day. Don't pass it, fellows, but step 
down _off the engine and get orders. You 
can’t see the track five minutes ahead of 
you with your own eyes, but you have 
God’s eyes to see with when you pray. 

Is there time for it? In a day already 
crowded and every minute taxed with its 
own. special task, can a fellow afford to 
stop everything and talk to God? Those 
are foolish questions, fellows, The im- 
portant question is: Can we afford not to 
do it? No man has any work so im- 
portant or so urgent, but that he can 
well afford to give time to prayer about 
it. We are told that in the most critical 
periods of the great World War, General 
Foch maintained, without interruption, his 
daily morning prayer time. General Lee 
did it. Wellington did it. War is about 
the most strenuous and demoralizing thing 
you can imagine. If they could find time, 
we can, too. 

A friend who traveled in Palestine last 
year tells me that one morning the train 
on which he was traveling from Damas- 
cus southward came to a standstill in the 
midst of a desert. After a few moments 
of waiting the passengers began to grow 
restive and to make inquiries. There was 
no station, — nothing in sight but sand and 
the trackless waste. Then they learned 
that the engineer was a Mohammedan and 
the hour had come when he knew the 
muezzin was calling all the Mohammedan 
world to prayer —so he had stopped his 
engine, and even at that moment as they 
peered out of the car windows they could 
see the man out there on his knees in the 
sand beside the track, bowing his face to 
the ground. 

That just shows what a tenacious pur- 
pose for prayer can do. 

And, fellows, don’t waijt until night 
when you are tired and fagged. You 
can’t either ask _or listen then, at your 
best; for surely we want to be at our 
best when we talk to God. Morning! 
That’s the time. 


GreENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


PEN the lesson by having a little 

talk on law. Beginning in the home 
and the school, show why we must have 
laws and why we must obey them. Long 
ago sin entered the world through one 
man’s disobedience; and after a while 
the world was filled with wrong-doers, 
and God gave them the law which we 
know as the Ten Commandments—- a per- 
fect law. 

Tell the class that since we must have 
laws we also have to have president, con- 
gressmen, governors, mayors, and police- 
men. All these men must be paid, and 
then there are many other expenses, such 
as making and keeping up roads, handling 
the mails, and many, many others too 
numerous to mention, which must be met. 
This is why the citizens of every country 
must pay taxes. The children might. be 
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allowed to tell some of the things they | 
know of which the government pays for. 

Our lesson of this week gives the teach- 
ing of the Lord Jesus on paying taxes. 
His enemies once sent men to ask him 
about paying tribute to Caesar, the great 
Roman ruler. They did this, not because 
they cared for the Roman emperor or the 
government; for they hated the Romans. 
But they hated the Lord Jesus more, and 
they hoped that he would tell them not 
to pay tribute or taxes, so that they would 
have something for which to accuse him. 
When they were trying him before the 
Roman governor, they said that he had 
forbidden them to pay tribute. to Caesar, 
which was false, for the Master gave 
them such a wise answer that they were 
ashamed of their question. Looking at a 
Roman coin, which had Caesar’s head 
stamped on it, he said, “Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and unto God the things that are God’s” ; 
meaning that they should pay taxes to 
the government ‘that protected them, and 
keep its laws, and that they should give 
to God who redeemed them the love and 
obedience of their hearts. 

Call the attention of the class to the 
fact that the Lord Jesus is indeed the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords; 
but during his brief visit to his world, 
he paid tribute to a heathen king, and 
set an example of law abiding for every 
citizen in every country. Close by sing- 
ing a few verses of “America.” 


CuirnTon, S. C. 
ww 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School- 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.) 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of February 21) 

1. Beyond Jordan (John 10: 40). 

2. That they might receive a greater bless- 
ing by waiting. . 

3. By going into the region where the Jews 
were waiting to kill him. 

4. “Lord, if. thou hadst been here, 
brother had not died” (John 11: 21, 32). 


5. Twice, first that the friend on whom she 
and Mary had called could help them (vs. 
20-24), and then that the Messiah could really 
bring life to a body four days in the tomb 
(v. 39). 


6. The implication that Christ whom she 
professed to believe could have saved the 
life of her brother had he arrived earlier, or 
that might have restored him, had he only 
been dead a short time, was unable to restore 
him because he had been dead four days. 

7. His friendship for this family is spoken 
of in exactly the same terms we use in speak- 
ing of our human love one for another. His 
kr-wledge of Lazarus’ burying-place had to 
be gained as ours would have been, by di- 
rect question. His grief over their grief ex- 
pressed itself in human tears. He prayed as 
he taught us we must do in the hour of emer- 
gency. He must walk the miles between him 
and Bethany, as his disciples walked them. 


8. First there had to be the call for help, 


my 


then the direct appeal after Jesus came, theu | 
going with him to the grave (faith, all these | 


proved); then human hands must roll away 
the stone and at: last unbind the grave- 
clothes (actual physical service, these). 

g. Probably because huinan strength was 
sufficient for this. Christ never performed a 
miracle where natural means would have suf- 
ficed. 


10. It was in that Lazarus did not have a 
glorified body, and‘he died again undoubtedly, 
to say nothing of the unique significance of 
the fact that Jesus being the Son of God 
could not be holden of death. 


11. Because of the length of time Lazarus 
had been dead there could be no question of 
his death and therefore of the divine power 
necessary to raise him. 

12 Dead and in the tomb,—the natural 
man; alive and in the door of the tomb, but 
bound with the grave-clothes,—the carnal 
man, bound and unable to walk the Chris- 
tian way and unable to speak (witness); 
freed of the grave-clothes,—the spiritual 
man, walking in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made him free (1 Cor. 2:14 to 3: 3). 


13. We have the Lord’s own word for it 
that both were for the glory of God— “that 
the works of God should be made manifest” 
in them. Thus both were indeed “signs” 
such as John sought in proof that Jesus was 
the Christ of God. 


14. When Jesus told that story of that beg- 
gar Lazarus and the rich man, the rich man, 
“being in torment,” begs Abraham to send 
one from the dead to convert his five 
brothers, still alive. But the Lord makes 
Abraham say, “If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will thcy be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead.”" So the 
raising of Lazarus convinced only some who 
actually saw it and must have ‘known its 
reality. What do you suppose they said to 
themselves about it? 

15. Some such “ills” (?) are permitted of 
God to reveal some phases of his glory — 
his character — that could not be revealed to 
human understanding in any other way. 
There are some things of God we cannot 
learn except when we are suffering. Jesus 
himself so said of this sickness and death. 
Think what these three learned through this 
suffering, about him. Think what their suf- 
fering enabled Jesus’ twelve disciples to 
learn. 

16. By Martha’s confession of faith, 11 : 27; 
Mary’s friends believed, 11:45; many Jews 
believed, 12: 11. 

17.eNot alone in his power to raise back to 
life the already decomposing body of Lazarus 
—the prophets of old had called souls back 
to silent bodies — but he said of himself, “I 
am the resurrection and the life’—not “I 
shall be,” not “I once was,” nor “I can teach 
you the way to find them,” nor even “I 
know them as you do not”; but “I am.” 

18. That he had,come from the Father. 
verse 42, ~* 

19. He was a living witness of the miracle 
power of the Lord. } 

20. The daughter of Jairus, and the son of 
the widow of Nain. 


See 


“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep the littie 
folks wholesomely occupied on many a 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 90 cts.; postage, 10 cts.). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
bs By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Persevere —in What? 


Acts 20: 
Heb. 12: 1-4. 


17-24; (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

March 14. How Overcome the Spirit of Anger 
and Revenge?’ Matt. 5: 21-26; Rom. 12: 
14-21. 

March 21. What Does Jesus Mean by Cross- 
bearing? Matt. 16: 21-28; John 10: 11-16. 

March 28. The Gospel in the Near East. 
Isa. 54: 11-17. (Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday, February 28 


Neglected Areas in the Country 
(Isa. 35 : 1-8) 
{Missionary meeting) 





Mon.—Regions beyond (2 Cor. 10 : 13-18). 

Tues.—The open door (Rev. 3 : 8). 

Wed.—Carrying the message (Acts 8 : 5-8). 

Thurs.—A church with outreach (1 Thess. 
I : I-10). e 

Fri.—Meeting opposition (1 Cor.*16 : 5-11). 

Sat.—Neglected children (Matt. 19 : 13-15). 











How do districts become neglected? 
What can we do to help neglected districts? 


Where can we start a schoolhouse Christian 
Endeavor society ? 


N OLD-iegend of the Passover tells 
that the firstborn in a Jewish family 

was sick, and anxiously inquired, “Father, 
is the lamb slain? Is the blood on the 
side posts and the lintel?” 

“Certainly, my child. All has beem done 
according to the word of Jehovah.” 

“But, father, the blood—are you sure 
the. biood is there? I pray you go see.” 

The work had been left to servants, 
and the father found no blood on the 
door post. He hastened to obey Jehovah's 
command, and the firstborn was saved 
as well as the whole family. 

w 

Are we not perhaps sometimes like the 
father? We have grown so accustomed 
to hearing America referred to as a 
Christian nation, we have become so used 
to hearing the Gospel preached, to attend- 
ing Sunday-school and Young People’s 
Societies, and the like, that we forget 
there are vast sections of our country 
that do not have the same opportunities 
for worship, for Christian instruction as 
we do. We know that our denomination, 
perhaps, has a home missionary society, 
and that it is their business to look after 
those sections of the country where 
churches and Sunday-schools are needed, 
and we take it, for granted that all is 
well and that every one in America has 
the opportunity to hear the Gospel and 
to know about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 


But when we inquire of our denomi- |’ 


national home missionary society or of 
other organizations engaged in work in 
the rezsuote and neglected sections of our 
country, the reply is ever the same, “The 
work we are able to do is bearing rich 
fruit, but there is so much that we cannot 
attempt because of the lack of workers 
and because of the lack of funds.” So 
that the responsibility for the neglect lies 
at the doors of the Christians of Amer- 


ica. 
we 

Among the mountain districts of the 
South there are still many sections that 
are without churches and Sunday-schools, 
and, in fact, without even an occasional 
preaching service. ‘Many of the families 
in these localities have never owned a 
Bible? In the great farming districts of 
the West there is a vast army of farm 


workers moving about from place to place |, 


as the crops are harvested, and during 
many months of the year they are miles 
from any church or Sunday-school. In 
the great lumber sections of the North- 
west, and among the homiesteaders of the 
prairies there is a great army of men, 
women, and children perishing in spir- 
itual destitution. In-the Far West are 
the fruit gypsies for whom little is being 


.done to take them the Gospel. 


ye 
Communicate with your denominational 
home missionary board to find out the 
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work that they are now doing in, these 
neglected areas and how. you may help. 
The Bible Institute Colportage Associa- 
tion, 826 North La Salle Street, Chicago, 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance; 
260 West Forty-fourth Street, New York 
City, the Scripture Gift Mission, Robert 

Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia, also will be 
glad to send you information and liter- 
ature about their work if you will write 
to them. * 


But how about your own locality? Is 
there perhaps some neglected area at your 
very door? It will be helpful to get a 
good map of your county, and with the 
help of your pastor and your county 
Young People’s branch, mark off on it 
every Young People’s Society in the 
county. This will enable you to see at a 
glance where the need is greatest. Then 
let it be a matter of definite prayer in 
your Society that God may direct you to 
the place where he would have you begin 
work. Consult with your county branch 
officers as to how to go about beginning 
a new Christian Endeavor Society in 
some one of the sections where no pro- 
vision has yet been made. But let the 
objective be ever not merely the forming 
of a new Society, but the leading others 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to know 
him better. Results will come, not by 
your own endeavors, necessary: as they 
may be, but through prayer and by the 
miracle-working power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord” 
(Zech. 4:6). - 


What is my own personal responsibility in 
the Gospel-neglected areas of my country? 

Have I done ali I can to help the neglected 
portions of my own locality? ; 

Am I taking it for granted that there is 
no direct service Christ has for me in the 
needy mission fields -+ home or abroad? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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One Room or Many 
As Occasion Demands 


B« the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildin 
Send for 40 page Catalogue No, 24 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
tr East 38th Street New York City 

Offices in all principal cities 

















What is the Gospel? 


By CHarves GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. 
It gives God’s Word on ‘ 


Why Men Are Lost; 
How Men Are Saved, 
What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, 
The Victorious Life. 


Cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 cts.; postage, 5 cts. 
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Lesson for February 28 
Matthew. 22 : 15-22 
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For “Daylight Projection” 
of Slides, Opaque Objects 


and Films use 


BALOPTICONS 


There is a model for evety projection 
purpose. Write for literature on mod- 
ern projection methods and apparatus. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 


‘720 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. 











Lantern Slides_ 
At % Price 


For the Month of February Only — 


You may select any lantern slide from our present 

stock at 50% of the regular price. Here is the 

.chance of a life time to add to your own collec- 

tion many beautiful slides at prices never betore 
earor. 


Regular $1.00 slides at 50 cents 
Regular _.75 slides at 35 cents 
Regular  .40 slides at 20 cents 


918 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
* Grade Only. 

















Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office and Wor } 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES ; 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville. Dallas 











Kendal Green, 


Lee ae nines oath os dn 


“WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. } 











GmmunionWare of Quality 


, ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


jon vidual 
Classes 


We eid) REE et ed 


FINEST 
Woaxmansnip 


lustrated Catalog 
SMDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE €0. 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.Pa 


BRONZEMitIs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 














PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates.etc. 


|Globe Furniture Company, fesse. mites: 














TOUR TO EUROPE 
Embracing World’s 
Christian Endeavor Convention 
in London ‘next July 


REY, TAPLIN J, MSI ADE, D.D., Poster 
of the First Bap hurch by-the 
Sea, Mass., will Pecans a an inexpen- 
sive six weeks tour to Europe in connection with 
the World’s Christian Endeavor Convention in 
London, England, leaving New York July 3, vis- 
iting Engla ~ Holland, Kelgium, German and 
France, with an optional one week’s trip to Switz- 
erland and Italy. 


For particulars please address 
DR. TAPLIN J. WINSLADE 
89 State Street, Room2, Boston, Mass. 

















When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
| Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


Executive Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















A Momentous Moment.—In: one of 
the later text-books on health (Trafton’ s 
“Science of Home and Community’’) the 
author begins his discussion of the effect 
of alcohol on the individual with this 
statement: “One of the most critical 
times in a young man’s life comes when 
he is invited to take his first glass of 
beer or wine. His success for his entire 
life may rest upon the decision he makes 
at that time. The danger of that glass 
cannot be emphasized too strongly, be- 
cause that may lead eventually to the 
regular use of alcoholic liquors with all 
the dangers that attend its use.” 


The Only Way of Dealing with the 
Drink Evil.—Replying to the “Liberty 
League,” the Rev. Father L. Minehan, 
of the Church of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Toronto, said: “No supporter of the so- 
called Liberty League has a more passion- 
ate love of liberty than I entertain, but 
by degrees it was“driven. home to me that 
intoxicating drink was true liberty’s worst 
foe. I saw men bound by every obligation 
of law, principle, and religion tied hand 
and foot and dragged into the gutter by 
that arch slave-driver. Embezzlement, ob- 
scenity, domestic unhappiness, all the ar- 
ray of sins with which I had to deal, could 
be, in most instances, traced to the bot- 
tle. Used even in a moderate way, drink 
has a deteriorating effect. I was driven 
to the conclusion that total prohibition of 
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
drink for beverage purposes *is the only 
way to deal with an enemy so insidious 
and destructive. 

“Toronto streets are very different to- 
day from what they were ten years ago, 
and I shudder to think of what they would 
be to-day, after the dreadful aftermath 
of the war, had we the same facilities for 
strong drink as we had ten years ago. 
Agreeably surprised at the measure of 
success achieved, we are heartened to go 
on with the fight for rea} nation-wide, 
world-wide prohibition.” 


Where Law and Religion Have United. 
—In one of his public addresses in In- 
dia, Mr. William E. Johnson, known the 
world over as “Pussyfoot,” calls the fact 
that America has gone “dry” the supreme 
event of modern times. It is an event 
which brings the greatest Christian na- 
tion in the world into harmony with the 
600,000,000 peoples of the East whose re- 
ligion has taught total abstinence for 
centuries. He says in the Hindu Annual, 
Supplement, December, 1924: 

“There is not a Hindu; a Moslem, a 
Buddhist, Jain or Sikh in the world to- 
day, but who has been taught by his re- 
ligion that alcoholic drink is an evil thing 
that should be let alone. The partaking 
of drink is a ‘sin’ that is inhibited. And 
no of either of these religious 
bodies can drink intoxicants without being 
disloyal to his religion to that extent. 

. After a struggle of half a century. 
the great republic of the West has not 
only accepted the Oriental teachings as 
to intoxicating liquors, but she has actu- 
ally written these same teachings mto 
the fundamental law of the land and for 
five years has heen enforcing this law 
with increasing rigor.’ 

Crediting the church with the leadership 
in this movement, Mr. Johnson continues : 
“The Christian church now finds itself 
preaching exactly what has been preached 
by Islam for 1,200 years, by Hinduism 
for upward of 3,000 years, by Buddhism 
and other offshoots of Vedic faith ever 
since the days of their beginning. The 
prohibition movement is not dogma. It 
has no creed, no ‘article of faith” ‘It 
is not a philosophy. It is merely an out- 
cry of oppressed humanity, beaten and 
bleeding wnder the greatest wrong that 
ever afflicted the human race. And this 
hideous wrong, in which the weak and 
helpless, through thongs of appetite, are 
exploited by the strong, now. finds its 
woes, its yearnings, its hope for succor 
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voiced by the great religions of the world) the fact that the whisky bottle has fol- 
— East as well as West. The submerged | lowed Christian flags into every corner 
millions of Hindustan find themselves | of the earth has been for centuries the 
beaten and strangled in drink. . And | standing _scandal of the cross of Christ.” 








ye 


(eds. a6 2 


Dn 


> ax 


f eG 


“Vernon Room 
MARCH MUSICALES- # 


| 

Every Saturday Evening, February 27th to March 27th 
—FOURTH YEAR— | 

‘ Mischa Levitzki — Leonora- Sparkes — Royal Dadmun f 
Ralph Errolle — Julia Claussen — Ellen Ballon | 

- May Peterson — Hans Kindler — Ernest Davis 





2s ene") 











Dusolina Giannini — Ivan Steschenko — Carlos Salzedo 
| Lawrence Tibbett — Elizabeth Lennox — Sascha Jacobsen y 
we 
(HIALFONTE-HADDON HAIL F 
ee, ATLANTIC CITY He 
Sye ’ Details of these Musicales with hotel folder and rates on request Oy ae y 
. Kz —— LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
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ia Dieate! Full of Question Marks? 
"E Orare you a bit in the dark, or confused,about what you believe,and why? 


Perhaps you aren't, but you know of some of your friends who are. 


N EITHER case, Mr. Bryan's “book, SEVEN QUESTIONS IN DIs- 
PUTE, containing all the material that appeared in the special 
Sunday School Times articles, together with one of Dr. Pace’s most 
striking cartoons in connection with each chapter, is the book for you. 


The increasing thousands who have. been helped by Mr. Bryan's clear, satisfying defense of 
the Christian faith will be further helped by this handy volume where the arguments for the 
historic Christian faith are massed in convenient form. Will you not do your part in the great 
conflict that is now on, by introducing this important book to the greatest number possible ? 


Cloth, $1.25; postage, 10 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
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» 1031 WaLnut STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


Che Sanday Scyoo! Fines 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 


7 Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Great Need of Bibles and New Testaments § | Central and South American countries. 


Great Need of Spiritual and Gospel Song} These rates include postage. 

Books $2.00—One copy, or any number of 
Great Need of Support of Bible School comets less = five, ~ each, per year. 

Sis ne copy, five years, $7.50. } 
Great Need of Missionary Suppert $1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
ee get of Fi apices coeten separate addresses or in a package to one 
é n 

ralse fand of $100,000. address, $1.50 each, per year. 


_In recognition of the club organizer's 
Will You Help Russia Now? aid one subscription additional is allowed 
Send your gifts to thie address :— 


for every ten paid for in a club. 
Rev. L. S. Prokhanoff’s. Work. TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 
Russia Evangelization Society 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 














Great Spiritual 
Revival in Russia! 


All-Russian Union of Evangelical Christians 
is spreading the Gospel. 4000 Congrega- 


tions, two million members and adherents ; 
mass conversions. 








scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 











TABERNACLE 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


. scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
Atlanta, Georgia || single subscription, $2.25 a year. 
MARCH &5 TO 14 FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
Speahere: The Sunday School Times will be sent to 


any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a — to one address, $2 each per year. 


Dr. R. A. TORREY . 
Prof. PAUL KANAMORI 
Dr. J. C. MASSEE 

Dr. P. W. PHILPOTT 
Dr. A. T. ROBERTSON 


Dr. GEORGE R. STUART The ris not sent to any subscriber 
; ’ beyon time paid for, except by <ve- 
For information concerning entertainment. etc., cial Soames. 


write Pastor Will H. Houghton, 78 Luckie Street. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





The Sunday Schoo! Times Co., Publishers, 
1831 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ASTE SFREL 
HALL- MACK CO. | 
MUSIC 


6 complete services, 96 pages in all, Free to any 
Pastor, Supt., or Committee. Only these are free of 
charge. A Pageant Service included. Seni ostal. 


New Catalogue describing Helpers, Plays, 
‘E atates. Song- Stories, Specials, Novelties, 
etc., free to all who ask for it. 
Cantata Song Story by Dr. Geibel. 
Dawn of Victory, 25 cents each. 
*PASTER HELPER No. 12 
Book of Songs, Recitations, etc., 25 cents 
*BASTER SPECIALS No. 2 
ini Is ial selections 
Booklet containing severa hoe, \ oe 
*BASTER NOVELTIES No. 1 
Booklet of novel features tor Easter. Price 25 cents 
* Pageant: Faith is the Victory. 25 cents 
Complete with music 
*Not sent for examination 
Send $1 for all 11 articles in this ad. 





HALL-MACK CO. bas & Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. § Philadelphia, Pa. 
Nat. Music Co., 218 S. Wabash, Chicago 


Easter Music ',". 55: 
PR Rd aa th Rp da ny at 


tire school. _ Postpaid, 80c dozen, 86. 1 
fample copies FREE. bnclose t80 for a Tall of dor fine 





Six BOTION SONGS and others, 350, 
man. ers. 
whos | RASTER RECITATIONS AND DIALOGS 


a 
a jr’’—for Mother's Day, 8 cents, 
e i, 


cr’ —a new it for 
8.3. " i a 0S mes Specimen pages Hah 
(Rees ec). wo ter cantatas for the Sunday School. 
ostpaid 35¢c EACH, the two for 65c. 
FREE catalog describing An- 
themBooks for the Choir, 
Duets, Trios and Qts. for both 
male and female voices, Choir 
Cantatas, etc. 
without masic, Dra- 
mas, Monologs, Read- 
ings, Entertainments, Musical 


di " x ee 
Readings oc nailed FREE 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO., 315 W. Madison St.. Chicago, Il. 
eel 


USE A PAGEANT! 


PAGEANTS have a charm for the young peofile. 
Young men and women who could not 
be hired to sing, speak or take part in the usual 
Easter program will impersonate a character in a 
. pageant and do it gladly. For the sake of holding 
their talent tor the church 
USE A PAGEANT! 


PAGEANTS never tail to draw a tull house. 

USE A PAGEANT! 
PAGEANTS never fail to Bays the audience. 

USE A PAGEANT! 

Send for our EASTER ‘Catalog and Sampler,” 
64 pages of samples and listings of all kinds of Faster 
Peale the services, pageants. A sory will be sent free 

w s 


hile they last) to any pastor, S. S. Supt. or chair- 
man of Program Committee. 


Se Box 439. 
91 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 


FOR LENT 


AND 


EASTER MUSIC 


SEND FOR 


Quarterly, No. 50 


Containing specimen copies 

















THE H. W. GRAY COMPANY 
159 East 48th Street, New York 
Sole agents for Novello & Co., Ltd. 


EASTER CROSSES 


Cross Designs, Gold Border Outline 
No. 100,—Size 4x2¥%4 inches. $2.00 per 100. 
ur beautiful designs in colors. 
No, 180.—Size 5x34 inches. $3.00 per 100. 
Four exquisite designs in colors. 











" BOOKS OF THE BIBLE CHART 
Size, 40x60 inches. Plain black and white’ chart, 
$2.25, prepaid. In colors, $2.75, prepaid. 


MacCALLA & CO, Inc., 243,20°K $t- 

















A Whole Year for $1.00! 
rHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.” Sasmfple copy free. 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer. League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Respect for Law 


HE present is peculiarly an “age of 
lawlessness.” The thunders of Sinai 
have perhaps never more needed to be 
heard than to-day, certainly not during 
the history of our own republic. When 
has parental, or ecclesiastical, or govern- 
mental authority been less respected or 
more set at naught? When has a “Chris- 
tian Conscience Crusade” for national 
moral cleansing, such a crusade as was 
recently inaugurated by the Christian 
Herald of New York City, been more 
timely? When spiritual revival runs low, 
ethical standards run low, morals run 
low, respect ‘for law runs low, and crime 
abounds. Does it not seem strange that 
each generation has to learn this lesson 
anew, and that even the average Chris- 
tian is guilty of ani indifference that seems 
almost to reach to criminality? What a 
subject for individual heart-searching, and 
for prayer around the family altar! 


February 22 to 28 


Mon.—Matthew 22 : 18-22. 
Jesus Teaches Respect for Law. 

Verse 21 makes’ plain that there are 
certain obligations to human government, 
and certain other obligations to divine 
government; in other words, that human 
rightful authority and divine rightful au- 
thority co-exist, and that we are to sub- 
jugate ourselves to both. The less law, 
the more barbarism. Remember also that 
lawlessness and grace havé nothing in 
common, 
Prayer Succestions: Men like Jona- 
than Edwards and Charles G. Finney are 
needed to call this generation back to a 
WHOLE Bible. The generation that sets 
aside any part of the Sacred Word, Old 
or New, is the generation that opens the 
floodgates to lawlessness. Let us make 
mais a subject of earnest prayer. 
Tues.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
: Teaching the Law of God. 
These verses, especially 6 to 9, should 
strike home with almost staggering force. 
Should the standard in this dispensation 
be any lower than under law? Israel 
failed to obey. Are Christians doing 
noticeably better? May not this account 
for much of the present age’s abounding 
lawlessress? The Old Testament is as 
much a part of the Bible as the New. | Its 
warnings are still timely. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Would that 
verses 6 to 9 might somehow be em- 
blasoned upon the walls of every Chris- 


the hearts of Christians everywhere! 
What mighty transformations would be 
accomplished thereby! Who, or what so- 
cicty, will undertake it? Make this also 
a subject for prayer. 
Wed.—Deuteronomy 7 : 12-16. 
ewards of Obedience. 
Don’t overlook the rewards of obe- 
dience mentioned in yesterday’s reading 
(vs. 2, 3), as well as the remarkable re- 
wards mentioned to-day. Are these for 
our time? Read Matthew 6: 33; 1 Tim- 
othy 4:8, and like passages. Every law 
of our well-being, both spiritual and phys- 
ical, is a law of God, obedience or disobe- 
dience to which brings reward or penalty. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
country, its citizens, tts local and state 
and national rulers, its moral and spiritual 
welfare. Pray for all moral reform 
movements. Pray that people everywhere, 
especially Christians, may-respect and ob- 
serve the laws of the land and may as- 
sist in their enforcement. 
Thurs.—Deuteronomy 16 : 12-22. 
Men Must Love and Obey God. 
The Jehovah of the Old Testament (vs. 
17, 18) is none the less the Jehovah of 
the New, “the same yesterday” under 
law, “and to-day” under grace, “and for 





THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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tian home in America, and burned into- 


to the truly penitent, great and terrible 
to the wrong-doer (v. 17; Heb. 12: 25- 
29; Rev. 20:11). The ungodly of any 
age “shall not stand in the judgment.” 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for such a 
nation-wide spiritual awakening as shall 
therewith awaken the nation’s moral and 
civic conscience. There is, nor- can be 
in this dispensation, no other effectual 
antidotg to the abounding sin and crime 
of the age. The written Word become 
humanly incarnate is the only remedy. 
Fri.—Leviticus 19 : 9-18, 
The Law of the Friendly Life. 
The entire reading is summed up in 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” 
(v. 18; see also Paul’s notable summary, 
Rom. 13: 8-10). The practical outwork- 
ing is indicated in Matthew 7:12. These 
ethical precepts, bearing upon human re- 
lationships, are as binding in our day as 
in Israel’s, for moral principles do not 
change, 


Prayer ‘Succestions: The spring elec- 
tions in hundreds, if not thousands, of 
municipalities throughout America are al- 
most at hand. Are those “good citizens” 
who do not inform themselves and wote 
conscientiously and intelligently? Should 
not prayer and practise go hand in hand? 
Pray about this, 


Sat.—Romans 13: 1-7. Obedience to Rulers. 


Remember that Paul was writing to 
the Romans, whose rulers in that day 
were notably heathen or pagan; and yet 
Paul commanded not only obedience, but 
also prayer in their behalf (see 1 Tim. 
2:1-4). If these words apply to rulers 
and their Christian subjects in a pagan 
nation, how much more in such a nation 
as ours! 

Prayer Suecestions: “Suppose,” . as 
some one has said, “that fifty thousand or 


know that fifty million professmg Chris- 
tians, or even half this number, were pray- 
ing for them, as commanded wm r Timo- 
thy 2:1, 2, were PRAYING DAILY, what ef- 
fect would it have? Are you doing your 
part? 
Sun.—Psalm 1. 

The Law-Abiding and Lawless Contrasted. 

The contrast is sweeping, covering as- 
sociation (v. 1), character and occupa- 
tion (v. 2), and results as to fruitage (v. 
3); over inst which, as descriptive of 
the godly, “the ungodly are not so” (v. 
4), and even their way “shall perish.” 
This psalm is beautifully summarized in 
1 John 2:17, the second clause of. which 
was D. L. Moody’s life verse. 
| Prayer Suacestions: Once more, re- 
view the readings and the prayer sugges- 
tions of the week, and pray earnestly for 
the nation and its rulers, and for all na- 
tions. True, our citizenship is “tn heaven,” 
but “God so loved THE worLD.” ‘Do we? 
Do we love our own coumtry enough to 
pray for it daily, and to do all in our 
power to promote its highest moral and 
spiritual interests? 





A New Service for Easter 


From Garden to Galilee 


THIS new Easter service of song and recitation 

contains a Pageant for those desiring to use 
it. The service is complete, however, without it. 
The lyrics ond pagers? were supplied by the well- 
known writer, E. D. Yale. The music is by Ritter, 
Nolte, and Thomas. ‘The service is a reverent 
presentatién of the Story of Calvary for the Sun- 
day school. 


$6.00 a hundred. $3.25 for fifty. 80 cents a dozen. 
Returnable Sample Copy, 7 


Send for Illustrated Circular of Easter Supplies 


/ 














Send for Illustrated Cat 


THE JOHN 6. WINSTON CO.. Publishers 
‘ 250 Winston Building “Philadelphia 





ever” in all the ages to come; merciful 


(Lesson for Feb. 28) FEBRUARY 13, 1926 


more public officials in America could® 








Our Reporters. 
*‘Always Tell HOW!” 


Hundreds of reporters for The Lookout re- [ 
port every week the activities in their Bible 
schools. They follow our instructions which 
areto— 

“Tell not what is being done, but 
HOW. itis done. We want the PRACTICAL 
| PLANS1” 

That is why The Lookout is chuck-full, 
every week, of plans, ideas, suggestions—in- 
spiring information for every Sunday school 
leader, worker and member in the land. 

That is one reason also why more than 
half a million Sunday school members read 
The Lookout every week! 

OUR FREE OFFER 
THE LOOKOUT, 8th and Cutter, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
three i ith- 
stuctnowae 
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Safeguard |/ 
Your — 
Investments 


Our Annuity Bonds offer a safe. invest- 
ment which yields a liberal income that can- 
not shrink. Your principal is safe. The 
American Bible Society has been issui 
Annuity Bonds for more-than a half century 
without loss to a single one of its hundreds’ 
of imvestors. Annuity payments are : 
promptly and cannot fail. You run no risk 
of loss and your investment will be used in 
_circulating’ the Holy Bible without note or 
comment in many languages among. the 
nations of the world. 

Write for Booklet No. 16Z, which will 

tell you what our Annuity Bonds will 


do for you. 








American Bible Society 


BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 
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BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME (2°55. 69st 








lic Speaking, Exegesis, Sermon Building, etc., leadin 
to graduation. Announcements. Write Prof. C. iz 
Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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